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Introduction 

Jesus said, “37 the harvest indeed is plenteous, but the 

laborers are few.  38 Pray therefore the Lord of the 

harvest, that he send forth laborers into his harvest” 

(Matthew 9:37-38).  There is a great need for preachers 

in every generation.  Not everyone; however, should be 

a preacher.  James writes, “1 be not many of you 

teachers, my brethren, knowing that we shall receive 

heavier judgment” (James 3:1).  Though not many 

should teach there must be a few that are qualified to 

do so.  There are two reasons that men dedicate their 

lives to preaching the gospel.  First, some preach 

because they love God, his words, and care immensely 

for the souls of all people.  Second, some preach 

because they love the attention and glory of men.  This 

study shall examine the identity of those few men that 

preach truth in love because they care for the souls of 

people.   
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Identity of  Preachers 

Preaching involves teaching the word of God to both 

the lost and saved.  To take this task upon one’s self is 

to accept a great responsibility.  One mistake in 

understanding can have the consequence of leading a 

soul astray from the truth (James 2:10).  One moment 

of foolishness, a word of discouragement, a look of 

anger, or a failure to be patient can be detrimental to 

one whose faith hangs by a thread.  One slip in front of 

fellow Christians or the lost may do un-reparable 

damage to both the preacher and those that witness 

the error.   

Those preachers that keep their nose to the word of 

God and practice kindness, meekness, and directness 

toward their fellow saints and the erring will have a long 

and fruitful work.  Most people look to the preacher of 

a church as an example of godliness, temperament, 

knowledge, and good judgment.  Words of truth spoken 

from the heart of a convicted preacher can guide 

people in the paths of righteousness.     

The word “preacher” comes from the Greek word kerux 

as used in the New Testament.  The Greek word kerux 

means “a herald, one that proclaims important news, 

one that makes public proclamation in assemblies or 

one that commands publicly” (LS 322).  Another term 
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for the preacher used in the New Testament is 

“evangelist” (Greek euaggelistes) meaning “a preacher 

of the gospel or one that brings good news” (LS 322).  

Jesus (Matthew 9:35 and Luke 4:43), the apostles (Luke 

9:1-6), Timothy (2 Timothy 4:5), Philip (Acts 21:8), and 

others to come (Mark 16:15-16) are identified as 

preachers and or evangelist.   

Preachers are found working in local congregations for 

varying lengths of time.  Paul preached in Ephesus for 

three years (Acts 20:31).  Luke preached at Philippi for 

seven years (see Acts 16:40 and 20:6).  Philip preached 

at Caesarea for twenty-four years (see Acts 8:40 and 

21:8).  These preachers were compensated for their 

labors much in the same way that a soldier or farmer is 

paid for their labor (see 1 Corinthians 9:5-14).   

A preacher is identified as an architect, farmer, and 

even a foreign language teacher.  A preacher is an 

architect in the sense that he builds the faith of people 

through preaching truth.  The Apostle Paul writes, “11 

and he gave some to be apostles; and some, prophets; 

and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers.  

12 for the perfecting of the saints, unto the work of 

ministering, unto the building up of the body of Christ” 

(Ephesians 4:11-12).  The evangelist “builds” (Greek 

oikodomen) up the body of Christ in a public way 

through his teaching.  The Greek word oikodomen 
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means “a builder, architect, to build a house; to build, 

to repair, to advance a person’s spiritual condition, to 

edify, a spiritual structure, or religious advancement” 

(Moulton 284).  When one’s beliefs are built upon the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Jesus 

being the chief cornerstone, then the whole body of 

believers is a holy temple (see Ephesians 2:20-22).  It is 

the preacher that fashions the minds of people into that 

of Jesus Christ (see Philippians 2:5). 

A preacher is also identified as a farmer.  The farmer 

plants seed in hope of a profitable harvest.  Likewise, 

the preacher plants the seeds of the gospel in the minds 

of those lost in sin and in members of the body of Christ 

(see Luke 8:11 and 1 John 3:9).  Lastly, the preacher is a 

foreign language teacher in that he teaches the distinct 

gospel to the world.  The truth has its own language just 

as those working in various careers have their specific 

language (see 1 John 4:5-6).  To hear two computer 

programmers talking about their work is like listening to 

a foreign language to the untrained ear.  Likewise, the 

language of God can be like hearing a foreign language 

to the untrained ear.  The preacher teaches people 

God’s language. 

There must always be men that are willing to take on 

the task of preaching the gospel for the church to be 

edified and the lost saved.  Throughout history there 
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have been men that have taken on this task.  One may 

consider Ezra, the scribe and priest, whose objective 

was to reform the people of God.  The scriptures tell us 

that “10 Ezra had set his heart to seek the law of 

Jehovah, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statues and 

ordinances” (Ezra 7:10).  Nehemiah took it upon himself 

to move people to repentance (Nehemiah 1:5-6).  When 

God needed a man to move Judah to repentance the 

prophet Isaiah is heard saying, “8 here am I, send me” 

(Isaiah 6:8).  Ezekiel was given the tasks to expose the 

sins of God’s people so that they may be saved (see 

Ezekiel 33:1-9).  During the New Testament days of the 

early church it was the Apostle Paul that said, “15 So, as 

much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to 

you also that are in Rome” (Romans 1:15).  In every 

generation, God has his chosen men that will stand 

before the world and preach his truths without 

vacillating out of the lines of divine authority.  The 

preacher of the Bible is not a fund raiser, entertainer, 

social event coordinator, or an individual that “pastors” 

a church.  The preacher is an instructor of righteousness 

that molds the minds of people into the perfect image 

of Jesus Christ. 

The Objective of  Gospel Preaching  

The Hebrew writer instructs his audience saying, “14 

Follow after peace with all men, and the sanctification 



6 

without which no man shall see the Lord:” (Hebrews 

12:14).  The word “sanctification” (Greek hagiasmo) 

means “separate from common condition and use; 

dedicated; hallowed; pure, righteous, ceremonially or 

morally; holy, and or sanctity” (Moulton 3).  The divinely 

ordained objective of man is to attain the righteousness 

of God so that he may spend eternity in heaven (see 

Matthew 5:48; 2 Corinthians 5:21 and 1 Peter 1:15-16).  

It is the objective of the preacher to see to it that all 

men attain this high and holy expectation.  To be 

righteous is to be “exact, rigid, to speak exactly, 

genuine, true, right, lawful and or just” (LS 202).  People 

attain the righteousness of God initially through 

baptism (Acts 2:38 and 22:16) and afterwards through 

prayer and repentance (Acts 8:22; Corinthians 7:10 and 

1 John 1:8-10). 

The duty of the preacher is to make sure that his 

audience understands their confession of faith.  Faith 

moves a person to speak only the truths of God because 

they trust that it is his words alone that save.  It is the 

undisciplined mind that doubts the saving power of the 

Lord’s word and consequentially ventures into the 

realms of personal opinion, position, conviction, and or 

traditions.  The preacher will move his listeners to have 

a disciplined mind that does not permit the winds of 

false doctrines to blow them off the course of 

righteousness (see 1 John 4:1 as compared to Ephesians 
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4:14 and Matthew 7:24-27). 

Christians will be bombarded with pessimistic false 

teachers that do not trust in the saving power of God’s 

authorized words (see James 1:5-8).  Many false 

teachers sincerely believe that they love God (1 John 

4:20), are in fellowship with God (1 John 1:6), have no 

sin (1 John 1:8), know Jesus (1 John 2:4) and abide in his 

words (1 John 2:6); however, they are lying antichrist (1 

John 2:18-21).  The lying antichrist deny that man can 

achieve the righteousness or perfection of God and so 

they cast seeds of doubt within the minds of the saints 

(see 1 John 3:7).  It is the duty of the preacher to instill 

confidence within the saints of God.  The preacher 

exposes the dark teachings of the pessimistic false 

teacher and instills the confidence of righteousness 

within the minds of God’s saints (1 John 3:1, 7).   

If there is weak preaching, then the saints will be 

caused to belief the lying words of the false teachers.  

The objective of these false teachers is to transfer their 

doubts to everyone else and those that do not fall in 

line with their wickedness are labeled unloving, mean 

spirited, intolerant, legalist, judgmental, and or 

watchdogs (see 1 John 3:19-21).  When saints, or even 

the preacher, begins believing these labels then they let 

off the peddle of doctrinal and authoritative preaching 

that exposes the dark deeds of all.  The weakened 
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preacher or member of the church begins believing that 

they are being mean, unloving, and too demanding of 

the brethren.  It is the preacher’s duty to see to it that 

solid authorized preaching moves men and women to 

obedience and a real hope of heaven.  Abraham could 

have changed the commandment of God to sacrifice his 

son yet he showed faith in God’s words and obeyed (see 

Genesis 22 and James 2:21-24).  When the preacher 

consistently presents the truth, exposes error, and 

demands that brethren attain and maintain the 

righteousness of God the wicked will be driven from the 

church (1 John 2:18-19). 

The overall objective of the preacher is to see to it that 

God’s love is perfected in the lives of all people that will 

listen, learn and obey (1 John 2:5).  David said, “17 But 

the lovingkindness of God (his mercy, grace, 

justification, and or salvation) is from everlasting to 

everlasting upon them that fear him and his 

righteousness unto children’s children; 18 to such as 

keep his covenant, and to those that remember his 

precepts to do them” (Psalms 103:17-18).  The preacher 

that teaches God’s high expectation of righteousness 

and fearlessly exposes error and spirits of pessimism 

that militate against that high and holy calling will help 

people make it to heaven.  
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The Work of  the Preacher 

If the preacher is to be a spiritual architect, farmer, and 

foreign language teacher he must know the word of 

God and have a proper reverence for divine authority.  

The preacher will be silencing the voices of wicked and 

pessimistic men that do not believe the saints can know 

truth and be perfect as God is perfect.  The preacher 

will achieve his divine objective of instilling confidence 

in the saints when he knows the truth.  A major work of 

the preacher is to study the word of God!  The Apostle 

Paul tells the young evangelist Timothy to “12 let no 

man despise your youth; but be an example to them 

that believe, in word, in manner of life, in love, in faith, 

in purity.  13 Till I come, give heed to reading, to 

exhortation, to teaching” (1 Timothy 4:12-13).  Again, 

Paul tells the young evangelist “14 of these things put 

them in remembrance, charging them in the sight of the 

Lord, that they strive not about words, to no profit, to 

the subverting of them that hear.  15 Give diligence 

(study - NKJVB) to present yourself approved unto God, 

a workman that needs not to be ashamed, handling 

aright the word of truth:” (2 Timothy 2:14-15).   

How can a preacher that has not studied God’s word 

instill confidence in the brethren that they can know 

truth and achieve the righteousness of God?  Will the 

preacher that takes a casual approach to Bible study 
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expose the dark deeds of false teachers?  A preacher 

that refuses to spend great amounts of time studying 

God’s word will have a detrimental effect on the Lord’s 

church.  Trouble in the church is always traced back to a 

lack of Bible knowledge and reverence for the truth.  

Every case of faction, church splits, and a falling away of 

members is due to a lack of Bible study (see Hebrews 

5:11-6:2).   

A great problem among preachers today is the ease in 

which a sermon or Bible class may be put together.  

Many preachers use the web to find sermons and 

workbooks to teach a class so that minimal study time is 

needed.  Many preachers are like the child that cheats 

on a math test.  One may look to see what another has 

written down as an answer to get the problem right; 

however, the knowledge of how that answer was 

attained is absent.  The preacher must be the one that 

knows how the formula was arrived at rather than 

simply being the user of the formula.  One that 

reiterates lessons of others is ill equipped for the battles 

that the church faces.  Imagine going into battle against 

a false teacher with a preacher that has little knowledge 

of truth.  The preacher that is supposed to be 

supporting and contending for the faith with you 

becomes a problem that must be dealt with in addition 

to the error of the false teacher.     
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Another work of the preacher is to teach the gospel to 

both the lost and saved (Matthew 28:18).  Most of the 

work of teaching by the preacher is in reminding the 

saints of things they already know (see 1 Corinthians 

4:17 and 2 Peter 1:12).  The Apostle Paul charges 

Timothy saying, “2 preach the word; be urgent in 

season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all 

longsuffering and teaching.  3 For the time will come 

when they will not endure the sound doctrine; but, 

having itching ears, will heap to themselves teachers 

after their own lusts; 4 and will turn away their ears 

from the truth, and turn aside unto fables.  5 But be 

sober in all things, suffer hardship, do the work of an 

evangelist, fulfill your ministry” (2 Timothy 4:2-5).   Paul, 

writing to the Thessalonians that lacked knowledge of 

God’s word, said, “9 For what thanksgiving can we 

render again unto God for you, for all the joy wherewith 

we joy for your sakes before our God; 10 night and day 

praying exceedingly that we may see your face, and may 

perfect that which is lacking in your faith” (1 

Thessalonians 3:9-10). 

Not only must the gospel preacher study God’s word 

and teach the gospel to the lost and saved but he must 

also be willing to expose sin in peoples’ lives.  The Lord 

commands his prophet Isaiah saying, “1 Cry aloud, spare 

not, lift up your voice like a trumpet; and declare unto 

my people their transgression, and to the house of Jacob 
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their sins” (Isaiah 58:1).  Paul commanded the 

Ephesians saying “11 have no fellowship with the 

unfruitful works of darkness but rather expose them” 

(Ephesians 5:11).  One may recall the sermon that 

Stephen preached at Acts chapter 7.  Stephen’s 

objective was to bring his audience to repentance when 

he said, “51 you stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart 

and ears, you do always resist the Holy Spirit: as your 

fathers did, so do you” (Acts 7:51).   

It is love defined to speak truth to the erring (see James 

2:8 and 1 John 3:11-12 and 4:7-20).  Solomon said, “23 

He that rebukes a man shall afterward find more favor 

than he that flatters with the tongue” (Proverbs 28:23).  

Again, the wise king said, “9 He that covers a 

transgression seeks love; but he that harps on a matter 

separates chief friends” (Proverbs 17:9 see also 

Proverbs 26:28).  James very appropriately said, “19 My 

brethren, if any among you err from the truth, and one 

convert him; 20 let him know, that he who converts a 

sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from 

death, and shall cover a multitude of sins” (James 5:19-

20). 

Another valuable work of the preacher is to expose 

false teachers and their doctrines.  The preacher of the 

gospel must stand tall in the truth because we live in a 

world that seeks tolerance and protection of false 
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teachers.  The unlearned, irreverent of Bible authority, 

and lying antichrist seek to cause the church to not label 

a man a false teacher if he is sincere and honest in his 

mistake.  The gospel preacher must stand and explain 

that the sincerely erroneous teacher is responsible for 

leading souls astray from the truth (see 2 Peter 3:17 and 

1 John 2:26).  If the sincere teacher speaks words that 

are not truth, then they are lies (2 John 2:21).  If one 

speaks lies he leads people astray and is a false prophet 

and or a false teacher (1 John 4:1 and 2 Peter 2:1-2).  

The great problem with the false teacher is that the 

truth is not in him (1 John 1:8 and 2:4).  The preacher of 

truth will expose the lying antichrist that hides under 

the mask of love, sincerity, and honestly mistaken.  

Jesus said, “37 for by your words you shall be justified 

and by your words you shall be condemned” (Matthew 

12:37). 

The Preacher and Bible Language  

The Bible is written in a specific language that 

distinguishes it from other writings.  Other fields of 

study, such as a computer scientist or a mathematician, 

also have a specific language that is unique to its 

expertise.  Jesus expects his disciples to learn and speak 

his language.  Those that do not study the word of God 

will hear the words of Jesus as though they were a 

foreign language.  Jesus said to the erring Jews, “43 why 
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do you not understand my speech?  Even because you 

cannot hear my word” (John 8:43).  The words of Jesus 

and his apostles make little sense to a people that have 

little knowledge of truth (see 1 John 4:5-6).  To those; 

however, that are familiar with the truth will hear, 

learn, understand and obey (see John 10:3-60).   

The preacher of truth is not only a spiritual architect 

and farmer but he also serves as a foreign language 

teacher.  The preacher is responsible for preaching and 

teaching the authorized words of Jesus Christ.  The 

more authorized words are spoken and read the greater 

one’s understanding of the Bible’s language (see 

Ephesians 3:4 and 1 John 2:21).  The prophet Isaiah 

writes, “20 to the law and to the testimony!  If they 

speak not according to this word, surely there is no 

morning for them” (Isaiah 8:20).  The Apostle Paul 

writes, “17 and whatsoever you do in word or in deed, 

do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God the Father through him” (Colossians 3:17).  James 

writes, “12 so speak and so do as men that are to be 

judged by a law of liberty” (James 2:12).  Then again, 

the Apostle Peter writes, “11 whosoever speaks should 

do so as those who speak God’s word” (1 Peter 4:11 - 

Common English Version Bible).  The preacher must 

learn and speak the language of God so that souls may 

be saved.  The language of truth makes judgments of 

right and wrong not by fleshly wisdom but by the 
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authorized words of truth.  Jesus said, “24 Judge not 

according to appearance, but judge righteous 

judgment” (John 7:24).  When one make judgments of 

right and wrong by what “appears” to be right 

confusion results and people are led astray from the 

truth.   

To speak words that do not match divine revelation is to 

misguide and bring death to the hearers.  Moses 

(Deuteronomy 5:11), Jesus (Matthew 5:37) and James 

(James 5:12) condemn the one that does not speak the 

authorized language of God as one that takes the Lord’s 

name in vain.  Those that erroneously use the name of 

Jesus to back their false doctrines take God’s name in 

vain.  Jeremiah exposed the false prophets of his day by 

saying, “23 they have wrought folly in Israel, and have 

committed adultery with their neighbors’ wives, and 

have spoken words in my name falsely, which I 

commanded them not; and I am he that knows and am 

witness, said Jehovah” (Jeremiah 29:23). 

Consider the fact that when Jesus spoke he made it 

clear that it was the language that originated with God 

rather than fleshly reason.  Jesus’ words were so 

different than the existing teachers of his day that when 

he spoke the Sermon on the Mount his audience was 

utterly amazed at his words.  The people said that he 

“29 taught them as one having authority and not as the 
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scribes” (Matthew 7:29).  The language of Jesus was 

distinctly different than that of the scribes.  The scribes 

taught a language of “tradition” rather than the 

authorized words of God (see Matthew 15:1-6).  Those 

that have come out of denominationalism relate to this 

passage.  To listen to a denominational preacher speak 

and then to be invited to hear a preacher of the body of 

Christ is like night and day.  The astonishing difference is 

that the preacher of the body of Christ opens God’s 

word and teaches the language of truth whereas the 

denominational preacher’s words are dogma of a creed 

with fill in material of opinion, prejudice, human 

tradition, personal convictions, and hours of story time.   

Jesus said, “17 if any man wills to do his will, he shall 

know of the teaching, whether it is of God, or whether I 

speak from myself.  18 he that speaks from himself 

seeks his own glory: but he that seeks the glory of him 

that sent him the same is true, and no unrighteousness 

is in him” (John 7:17-18).  Jesus sets the example of the 

preacher’s language.  To speak any words other than 

the authorized words of God is to err.  Again, the Lord 

said, “30 I can of myself do nothing: as I hear, I judge: 

and my judgment is righteous; because I seek not mine 

own will but the will of him that sent me” (John 5:30).  If 

Jesus would have said, “It’s my opinion,” or “it’s my 

position,” or “it seems to me” regarding divine truths he 

would have never went to the cross.  Jesus was crucified 
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because he unapologetically preached the words of his 

heavenly Father and the world did not like it.  

Furthermore, to speak the inoffensive language of 

opinion and personal belief would have caused 

confusion.  Then again, the language of opinions and 

personal belief sets glory upon self rather than God.  

James reveals God to be the Lord of glory and it belongs 

to no other (see James 3:14). 

The apostles of Jesus Christ also spoke the language of 

God.  Paul writes, “17 For Christ sent me not to 

baptized, but to preach the gospel: not in wisdom of 

words, lest the cross of Christ should be made void” (1 

Corinthians 1:17).  Again, Paul writes, “12 For our 

glorying is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in 

holiness and sincerity of God, not in fleshly wisdom but 

in the grace of God, we behaved ourselves in the world, 

and more abundantly to you-ward” (2 Corinthians 1:12).  

Paul knew that there was no salvation to be found apart 

from the words of Jesus Christ (see Acts 4:12).  to speak 

words of “fleshly wisdom” was to misdirect the souls of 

men.  When false teachers came to Galatia and taught 

the churches to be circumcised and keep the Mosaic 

Law Paul called these people out because they were 

damaging the souls of men (Galatians 4:17).  Paul 

explains the difference between his language and that 

of the false teachers at Galatians 1:11-12 when he said 

that his words were of a divine origin and theirs were 
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“after men.”  The gospel preacher of truth must speak 

the language of God just as Jesus and the apostles of 

old.  

Consider the Distinctive Language of  the 

Bible 

When Jesus told a great gathering that they must “eat 

my flesh and drink my blood” they were horrified.  The 

Jews replied to the Lord saying, “This is a hard saying; 

who can hear it (understand)?” (see John 6:54, 60).  The 

Jews’ reply to the Lord is like John 8:43 examined 

above.  Once again, we find a people that do not 

understand the words of Jesus.  The word “hard” (Greek 

skleros) means “grating to the mind, repulsive, or 

offensive” (Moulton 369).  The words of Jesus were as 

an offensive foreign language that the people did not 

understand.  The Jews, like many today that hear a 

foreigner speak in his native tongue, were offended 

because his words made no sense to them.   

When the word of God speaks of grace, mercy, 

justification, life, salvation, moral perfection, 

righteousness, and or forgiveness many people hear yet 

they do not understand (see Matthew 13:14).  Again, 

when the subjects of the one church, Zion, the kingdom 

of God, Jacob, Israel, and the identity of the Christian 

are discussed people hear yet they do not understand.  
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To understand a language that one is not familiar with 

one must work hard to learn it.  If I wanted to speak and 

understand Spanish I would need to put long hours of 

study and practice into learning it.  Why would anyone 

think the matter of religion would be any different?  To 

understand the words of Jesus and the apostles one 

must put in long hours of honest study (see Proverbs 

2:1-12).  The only way anyone is going to put forth such 

great efforts to know the language of the Bible is to see 

the true value of truth (see Proverbs 4:7; 8:11 and 

23:23).  Once true value is established in the mind hard 

work to understand will follow.  When one works hard 

in their studies they will understand the language of 

truth (Ephesians 3:3).  Understanding brings clarity of 

mind and freedom from the bondage of sin.  No longer 

will topics such as the relationship between works, 

obedience, and God’s grace be confusing and 

mysterious (see Romans 4 and James 2).  Studied 

people will know what Bible love is rather than 

assigning meanings to words that God never taught. 

Qualified and Unqualified Preachers 

James writes, “1 Be not many of you teachers, my 

brethren, knowing that we shall receive heavier 

judgment” (James 3:1).  The word “teachers” (Greek 

didaskaloi) is “a teacher or master” (LS 199 and 

Moulton 98).  Contextually James condemns those that 
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make judgments of right and wrong based on what 

appears to be right rather than by an authorized 

command of God.  Most people speak and teach by way 

of inoffensive tones of opinion and personal beliefs.  

Those that teach by saying, “It’s my opinion,” or “it’s my 

belief,” or “it’s my position” leave the door open for 

other opinions, beliefs, and religious positions to be 

right.  The Apostle Paul told Timothy that there were 

many who “7 desired to be teachers of the law, though 

they understand neither what they say, nor whereof 

they confidently affirm” (1 Timothy 1:7).  Most people 

should not be preachers because they do not teach that 

man must be morally perfect, know the truth, and seek 

out forgiveness for their error.  There must; however, 

be a few that are teachers. 

Many unqualified teachers will quote uninspired works, 

other preachers, or Bible commentaries to validate their 

opinions and personal beliefs.  Bible commentaries are 

only the works of men that give a person’s knowledge 

at a given time of life.  The saints should ask the one 

that speaks of Bible subjects as a personal belief why 

they believe such things.  If the uncertain teacher 

answers with a Bible verse then the truthful teacher 

may respond, “if that is the truth then speak it as truth 

rather than one’s opinion or personal belief.”  When 

one exclaims that the meaning of a passage is this or 

that because I believe it to be so, or it seems to be the 
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likely truth, or its my opinion the emphasis is taken 

away from the God of glory and says that people should 

believe a teaching because I said it.  Then again, when 

one quotes from an uninspired work of some historian 

in antiquity they make the subject appear impossible to 

understand.   

Let it not be said of faithful preachers that they are 

opinionated in their speaking.  The wise King Solomon 

said, “2 A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but 

only in expressing his opinion” (Proverbs 18:2).  Again, 

the wise man writes, “12 There is a way that seems 

right to a man but the end is death” (Proverbs 14:12).  

The preacher of truth is to speak the language of God in 

an unapologetic way.  Those that speak the language of 

God are perfect teachers (James 3:1, 8).  God expects all 

men to be perfect in both word and deed (Matthew 

5:48 and 1 Peter 4:11).  The pessimistic ignorant of 

truth do not believe that such can be achieved yet God 

demands it in the lives of his preachers and saints.  The 

world looks at Romans 3:23 and James 2:8 and draws 

faulty conclusions regarding the impossibility to achieve 

righteousness and perfection.  Most people fail to see 

that the whole cause of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross 

was so that all may be completely forgiven of their sins.  

The Apostle John writes, “9 If we confess our sins, he is 

faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).  If 
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God forgives us of “all unrighteousness” what does that 

leave?  The sinner is now clean from all sin and is made 

perfect (righteous) by the blood of Jesus Christ.   

Fearless Preaching 

Why would a preacher or teacher qualify his words with 

statements such as, “It seems to me,” or “I take the 

position,” “It’s my opinion,” or “I think?”  These 

statements expose a spirit of fear within the heart of a 

teacher that is unqualified to preach.  First, when one 

teaches by these statements he is careful not to offend 

anyone.  This teacher can get away with saying hard 

truths in a peaceful manner because he infers that it is 

only his personal belief.  Second, such words illustrate 

ignorance of the Bible’s language.  New Testament 

preachers of truth were bold rather than timid.  Third, 

such language is that of the coward that has no place 

preaching the word of God.  When one says, “You are in 

sin, my dear brother, and you must repent…” or “Thus 

said the Lord, baptism is for the remission of sins and 

there is no other way…” then again, “there is only one 

church…” or “we can and must be perfect and know 

truth…” and “those that preach error are false teachers 

no matter their motive or honesty” it is offensive and 

will have repercussions. 

When one preaches the truth, they will save their own 
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soul and the souls of others (Ezekiel 3:17-19; 33:1-9 and 

Acts 20:26-27).  Again, when the truth is preached there 

will be some that have murderous anger in their heart.  

Jesus was crucified on the cross because he preached 

the truth and people did not like it (John 7:7).  Abel was 

a type of Christ in that he preached truth even though it 

led to his death (see Genesis 4 and 1 John 3:12).  The 

contextual inference is that Abel confronted Cain with 

his error and it angered his brother to the point of 

killing him.  Jesus said, “27 what I tell you in the 

darkness, speak in the light; and what you hear in the 

ear, proclaim upon the house-tops.  28 And be not 

afraid of them that kill the body, but are not able to kill 

the soul: but rather fear him who is able to destroy both 

soul and body in hell” (Matthew 10:27-28).   

Preaching the message of the cross will bring about 

intense arguments, disagreements, splits in the church, 

and even cause close relatives to hate each other 

(Matthew 10:34-39 and 1 John 2:18-19).  The 

temptation of God’s preachers will be to change or tone 

down the message.  Men can preach about love, 

tolerance, compassion, and fill sermons with lengthy 

stories week after week and never experience 

retaliation.  The moment; one preaches the soul saving 

and convicting word of God he or she will be hated.  If 

Jesus would have performed miracles for the people, 

fed them, told them to love each other, and preached 
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cute stories he would have never went to the cross.  

People didn’t hate Jesus because of his acts of love and 

compassion they hated him for his preaching.  Jesus 

encourages his apostles to never hold back the truths of 

the gospel.  The preacher; however, can expect 

retaliation once he presents truths yet he must never 

be moved to soften the message (see John 15:18-21 

and 16:1-3). 

Preachers must be Fearless 

Jesus often said things to his disciples so that they 

would know what to expect when they went into the 

world and preached (see John 16:1).  When preachers 

know that they will save souls and face opposition they 

will be prepared.  the Lord tells his prophet Jeremiah to 

“17 gird up your loins, and arise, and speak unto them 

all that I command you: be not dismayed at them, lest I 

dismay you before them” (Jeremiah 1:17).  The Apostle 

Peter said the same thing to his audience (see 1 peter 

1:13).  To “gird up the loins” is to clothed one’s mind 

with truth and to be ready for battle.  Jeremiah was 

about to enter a battle field against a sinful people of 

hard hearts and God wanted his prophet fearless and 

ready. 

God also spoke to Ezekiel saying, “6 And you, son of 

man, be not afraid of them, neither be afraid of their 
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words, though briers and thorns are with you, and you 

do dwell among scorpions: be not afraid of their words, 

nor be dismayed at their looks, though they are a 

rebellious house.  7 And you shall speak my words unto 

them, whether they will hear, or whether they will 

forbear; for they are most rebellious” (Ezekiel 2:6-7).  

God warns Ezekiel to be fearless in the face of great 

adversity.  God explains to Ezekiel, as he also did to 

Isaiah (Isaiah 6:9ff) and Jeremiah (Jeremiah 2:1; 7:1-2; 

11:1ff and 26:2), that he has a duty to perform even 

though most people will get angry and not listen. 

The Apostle Paul met the Ephesian elders at Miletus 

and explains his fearless disposition before all men.  

Luke records, “17 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, 

and called to him the elders of the church. 18 And when 

they were come to him, he said unto them, You 

yourselves know, from the first day that I set foot in 

Asia, after what manner I was with you all the 

time, 19 serving the Lord with all lowliness of mind, and 

with tears, and with trials which befell me by the plots 

of the Jews; 20 how I shrank not from declaring unto 

you anything that was profitable, and teaching you 

publicly, and from house to house, 21 testifying both to 

Jews and to Greeks repentance toward God, and faith 

toward our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:17-21).  To 

“shrink back” (Greek hupostello) means “to keep back, 

suppress, or conceal” (Moulton 419).  Paul fearlessly 
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preached the entirety of God’s word and did not keep 

back or suppress any part of the truth.  Paul could have 

changed the message to avoid persecution or being 

called names; however, the apostle of Christ knew that 

it would only be through truth that man is saved. 

Why would any preacher keep back or suppress the 

truth?  The obvious answer is fear.  When preachers use 

unsure language such as, “it’s my opinion,” “I think or 

believe,” or “I take the position” they display woeful 

fear of man’s retaliation.  Unqualified preachers are 

fearful to offend a brother, be retaliated against, lose 

friends, lose business or a job, and so they display a 

spirit of shame toward the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Jesus 

and his true teachers never displayed a spirit that was 

fearful of offending people, too shameful of the truth, 

and or too fearful of man (see Matthew 15:12 and Acts 

7:51-53). 

David was a man that loved the Lord and was not 

fearful or ashamed of it.  It mattered not to David if he 

were to stand before the righteous or the wicked he 

was consistent with his words and actions.  The man of 

God, amid idolaters, is heard saying, “1 I give you 

thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I 

sing your praise” (Psalms 138:1).  A rare characteristic is 

the will to consistently speak the language of God 

before the just and unjust.  It’s easy to speak boldly in 
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front of people that share your love for the truth; 

however, when one stands before the antichrist and 

ungodly of the world the degree of difficulty is greatly 

advanced.  When one speaks the language of God, in a 

confident and truthful spirit, there will be retaliation (2 

Timothy 3:12). 

Paul, in the New Testament, writes, “16 For I am not 

ashamed of the gospel: for it is the power of God unto 

salvation to everyone that believes; to the Jew first, and 

also to the Greek” (Romans 1:16).  Those that teach 

with language other than the authorized words of God 

to avoid persecution or church splits display a spirit of 

fear toward fleshly man and a shame of the gospel.  To 

display fear and shame is to do nothing but confuse and 

lead people astray from the actual truths of the gospel.  

Paul explained this to the young evangelist Timothy by 

saying, “7 for God gave us not a spirit of fearfulness; but 

of power and love and discipline.  8 Be not ashamed 

therefore of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his 

prisoner: but suffer hardship with the gospel according 

to the power of God” (2 Timothy 1:7-8).  Notice the 

similitude between being afraid and ashamed of the 

gospel.  Those unwilling to preach the whole council of 

God are exposed.  Teachers do not preach the whole 

truth out of fear of retaliation or unwillingness to 

offend because they are ashamed of what the truth 

says.  If they had true conviction they would fearlessly 
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preach the truth. 

Those that preach the truth, without fear or shame, can 

be confident that God is with them.  When the Apostle 

Paul faced opposition to his preaching in Corinth the 

Lord tells him, “9 be not afraid, but speak and hold not 

your peace: 10 for I am with you, and no man shall set 

on you to harm you for I have much people in this city” 

(Acts 18:9-10).  Going back to the Old Testament 

prophets we find the same type of events.  God tells his 

prophet Jeremiah, “8 be not afraid because of them; for 

I am with you to deliver you, said Jehovah.  9 Then 

Jehovah put forth his hand, and touched my mouth; and 

Jehovah said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in 

your mouth: 10 see, I have this day set you over the 

nations and over the kingdoms, to pluck up and to break 

down and to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to 

plant” (Jeremiah 1:8-10).  The prophets and magicians 

successfully convinced King Zedekiah to rebel against 

Babylon yet Jeremiah crushed their hopes of freedom 

by his prophetic words (Jeremiah 27:8-11). 

Jeremiah and the apostles were not always fearless in 

the face of opposition and neither will every preacher 

today.  The teacher of truth must; however, know that 

God has high expectations that are not removed due to 

circumstances.  God is heard rebuking and encouraging 

his prophet Jeremiah when he was angry and 
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discouraged because his countrymen sought his life.  

God said to his prophet, “5 if you have run with the 

footmen, and they have wearied you, then how can you 

contend with horses?  And though in a land of peace you 

are secure, yet how will you do in the pride of the 

Jordan?  6 Fore even your brethren, and the house of 

your father, even they have dealt treacherously with 

you; even they have cried aloud after you: believe them 

not, though they speak fair words unto you” (Jeremiah 

12:5-6).  The Lord explained to Jeremiah what the 

future held in store for him.  There was much work to 

do and the Lord expected toughness out of his prophet.  

Solomon said, “10 if you faint in the day of adversity 

your strength is small” (Proverbs 24:10).  The Lord was 

telling Jeremiah and all others that uphold and teach 

the truth that things are only going to get worse in their 

lives.  Preachers today need to toughen up rather than 

getting discouraged any time someone disagrees or 

threatens them (see Ephesians 6:10-17 and Philippians 

3:13-14; 14:13).  If we know beforehand that we face 

hard times we will be more ready to deal with it (see 2 

timothy 3:12). 

Preacher’s Relationship to the Members 

of  the Church   

Members of the church should pray for preachers 

(Ephesians 6:19 and 2 Thessalonians 3:1-2).  Prayers 
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should be offered so that the preacher may stand bold 

in the face of enemies and say necessary things to the 

lost.  Christians should pray that preachers keep their 

minds within the authorized pattern of God’s word 

rather than permitting opinion and tradition to cause a 

digression.  Members of the church should pray for the 

preacher’s family, finances, and overall wellbeing 

because they see a man that has dedicated his life to 

edifying the church and teaching the lost. 

Members of the church should have a proper view of 

the preacher.  Never should the local preacher be 

elevated or given glory because he is a mere servant of 

Christ.  The Apostle Paul exposes the sinful problem of 

elevating preachers to the Corinthians at 1 Corinthians 

1:12-16; 3:3-7 and 4:6.  If a preacher will remain humble 

and meek he will not invite the overzealous intentions 

of some to glorify a man.  Glory in truth belongs to the 

Lord of glory (see James 2:1).  Let the preacher, as 

James; be introduced as a servant of the Lord and 

nothing more (see James 1:1).     

Members of the Local church should have expectations 

of the preacher.  The preacher should be expected to 

speak nothing other than the authorized words of God 

(Colossians 3:17; James 2:12 and 1 Peter 4:11).  Some 

Christians are tempted to seek out preachers that will 

not condemn their words and works (see Isaiah 30:6-
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11).  Still others seek out preachers that will comfort 

them in their error (2 timothy 4:3).  Each Christian in a 

local church should give God thanks for a preacher that 

preaches the whole council of God and is not guilty of 

the spiritual blood of any man (see Acts 20:26-27). 

Preachers must be grateful to members of the church.  

The saints offer beautiful prayers on their behalf and 

often provide financial support.  Furthermore, the 

preacher must be patient with his fellow Christians (2 

Timothy 4:2).  Often change in people’s behavior do not 

result from a sermon or personal studies.  People may, 

if the preacher is not careful, grow weary with his 

impatience.  Preachers must understand that they are 

supported by the local church and can spend long hours 

studying Gods’ word while the other members are 

working jobs.  The preacher may become arrogant and 

inconsiderate of his laboring brethren.  The word of 

God, therefore, must be taught in patience to the local 

church. 

Discouragement is a common occurrence among 

preachers when they do not see change that they know 

must accompany sound teaching.  The Lord said to 

Ezekiel, “30 And as for you, son of man, the children of 

your people talk of you by the walls and in the doors of 

the houses, and speak one to another, every one to his 

brother, saying, Come, I pray you, and hear what is the 
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word that comes forth from Jehovah.  31 And they come 

unto you as the people comes, and they sit before you as 

my people, and they hear your words, but do them not; 

for with their mouth they show much love, but their 

heart goes after their gain” (Ezekiel 33:30-31 see also 

Matthew 13:14-15).  A preacher that takes this 

personally will grow bitter rather than continuing the 

work of lovingly rebuking and chiding the erring so that 

their souls may be saved. 

Another source of discouragement among preachers is 

a shrinking congregation.  If a preacher studies the word 

of God diligently he will see that this is a part of the 

Christian life (see 1 Corinthians 11:19).  Most New 

Testament epistles deal with factions caused by false 

teachers bringing a doctrine to a local church and 

causing trouble.  The result of the trouble caused is a 

loss of those that were not grounded in the truth.  The 

Apostle John writes of a conflict he was familiar with at 

1 John 2.  John writes, “18 little children, it is the last 

hour: and as you heard that antichrist comes, even now 

have there arisen many antichrists; whereby we know 

that it is the last hour.  19 They went out from us, but 

they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they 

would have continued with us: but they went out, that 

they might be made manifest that they all are not of us” 

(1 John 2:18-19).  When the truth is preached, it drives 

the ungodly form the fold of elect.  Rather than being 
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discouraged the preacher should be encouraged of the 

faith and strength of those that remain in truth. 

Many members will hate the messenger for words of 

condemnation; however, their true hatred is directed at 

God.  When Amos came on the scene preaching to 

Israel and exposing king Jeroboam’s sins the nation was 

furious with him.  Amos writes, “10 they hate him that 

reproves in the gate, and they abhor him that speaks 

uprightly” (Amos 5:10).  A priest by the name of 

Amaziah said that “10 the land is not able to bear all 

Amos’ words” (Amos 7:10).  Many see the words of the 

preacher as hateful and mean and can bear them no 

longer.  A preacher that gets discouraged at such 

childish and devilish actions needs to go back to the 

proverbs and read the wise words of Solomon.  The 

wise king writes, “10 if you faint in the day of adversity 

your strength is small” (Proverbs 24:10).  If souls are to 

be saved, then God’s preachers must stand strong in 

the faith! 

If the preacher knows that he will make enemies when 

preaching the truth before it happens it will be easier to 

deal with (see Matthew 14:3-5 and 23:33 compared to 

Luke 11:45).  Many preachers are tempted to tone 

down the message so that it doesn’t seem so offensive 

and condemning yet such a decision is detrimental to 

souls (see Matthew 10:22 and Galatians 6:12).  A bright 
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side of preaching is that even though so many reject the 

message and messenger there are those that do enjoy 

solid authorized preaching.  Remember the good souls 

on the day of Pentecost that heard a heart wrenching 

sermon that condemned as guilty of killing the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  The good-hearted people responded by 

saying, “37 Brethren, what shall we do?” (Acts 2:37 see 

also 1 Thessalonians 2:13). 

Preacher’s Relationship to Elders 

There are some that do not believe that there can be an 

elder and preacher working together at a local church.  

Such a conclusion is made to the exclusion of God’s 

word.  The Apostle Paul instructed the Ephesians by 

telling them that God gave the church both elders and 

preachers to do the work of building members up in 

knowledge (see Ephesians 4:11-12).  Paul commanded 

Timothy to do the work of an evangelist in Ephesus 

while there were elders present (see Acts 20:17; 1 

Timothy 5:17-22 and 2 Timothy 4:5). 

Preachers and elders can and must work together for 

the betterment of the members of a local church.  A 

preacher may be a tool in the hand of an elder to 

calibrate the members’ faith, correct their errors, and 

even to rebuke those that are hardened in sin.  The 

preacher may be a shepherd’s staff in the hand of the 



35 

elder to achieve guidance in the paths of righteousness 

through teaching and instruction.  Furthermore, the 

preacher may be as a broom in the hand of the elders to 

clean up the house of God from those that need the 

disciple of 1 Corinthians 5 and 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15. 

Conclusion 

A church that has a man that fearlessly preaches the 

truth in love should uphold that man’s hands, pray for 

him, and encourage him.  The world is filled with many 

that take the broad course in life (see Matthew 7:13-

14).  The world is also filled with men that are willing to 

preach yet not many at all are truly qualified to stand 

before the brethren and proclaim the truth (Jams 3:1).  

A church that has a man that has the discipline of mind 

to set aside fleshly reason to do the work of an 

evangelist is a blessed group of God’s people.  

Preachers that are not ashamed of the gospel, that 

expose sin and false doctrines, and demand brethren’s 

moral perfection is a rare breed in any generation.  

Churches should thank God for such a man yet never 

elevate such a one to the glory that belongs to the 

Almighty.  The church of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ knows that such a rare man is nothing more than 

a servant of God (James 1:1).  
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