
F
lo

ra
l H

eig
h

ts C
h

u
rch

 o
f C

h
rist 

 1
8
1

4
 B

u
ch

a
n

a
n

 

W
ich

ita
 F

a
lls, T

ex
a

s 7
6
3

0
9
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

The Floral Heights InformerThe Floral Heights InformerThe Floral Heights InformerThe Floral Heights Informer    
 

WWW.floralheightschurchofchrist.org 

Clips from PsalmsClips from PsalmsClips from PsalmsClips from Psalms    
Psalms 106:13 - 15 

Israel's Rebelliousness and God's Deliverance 
     

""""Those that came up out Those that came up out Those that came up out Those that came up out 
of Egypt soon forgot of Egypt soon forgot of Egypt soon forgot of Egypt soon forgot 

God's works; they did not God's works; they did not God's works; they did not God's works; they did not 
wait for hwait for hwait for hwait for his counsel, but is counsel, but is counsel, but is counsel, but 
lusted exceedingly in the lusted exceedingly in the lusted exceedingly in the lusted exceedingly in the 
wilderness, and tempted wilderness, and tempted wilderness, and tempted wilderness, and tempted 
God in the desert.  And God in the desert.  And God in the desert.  And God in the desert.  And 
he gave them their he gave them their he gave them their he gave them their 
request, but sent request, but sent request, but sent request, but sent 

leanness into their soul."leanness into their soul."leanness into their soul."leanness into their soul."        
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Second Peter 

The Apostle Peter is the author of second Peter (see 2 Peter 1:1 and 3:1-2).  

It is just as difficult to place a date on 2 Peter as it is to date his first epistle.  

Persecution upon members of the body of Christ and the death of Peter 

are the only dates we have to go by in dating 1 and 2 Peter (i.e., between 

33 and 68 AD).  This second epistle was written sometime after the first so 

it has a later date (see 2 Peter 3:1).  The audience is general; i.e., "them 

that have obtained a like precious faith" (2 Peter 1:1).   

Peter states the objective of this epistle at 2 Peter 3:1 saying, "1 this is now, 

beloved, the second epistle that I write unto you; and in both of them I stir 

up your sincere mind my putting you in remembrance."  Peter’s audience is 

admonished to remember (2 Peter 1:12, 13, 15) all the inspired apostolic 

writings that are designed to bring one to salvation (2 Peter 3:15).  There 

were; however, false teachers during Peter’s day whose objective was 

directly opposed to truth.  A colossal message that reaches out at us, as we 

study this book, is that religious opinions will be the demise of many (see 

meaning of the word heresy as it is used at 2 Peter 2:1).  One need not 

venture beyond the doors of the church building to find preconceived and 

opinionated minded baptized members of the body of Christ.  Those who 

do not possess the ability to distinguish between their opinions and God's 

truths will forever be lost.  Peter knew that many had issues in the area of 

opinions and so he pours his heart out to Christians.  The apostle's 

objective is to help us all see the eternal dangers that our opinions and 

preconceived ideas may create before it happens.  Peter said, "You 

therefore, beloved, knowing these things beforehand, beware lest, being 

carried away with the error of the wicked, you fall from your own 

steadfastness" (2 Peter 3:17).   

The Apostle Peter reveals one particular damning doctrine of opinionated 

false teachers in this epistle.  Some false teachers were claiming that Jesus 

would not come again (i.e., a second coming) (2 Peter 3:3-5).  To 

substantiate their claims they challenged their audience to look at the 

supposed claims of Jesus’ coming and the current date.  Many years had 

elapsed since Jesus Christ had promised another coming to save the world  
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Welcome to all Our 

Visitors.  It is our prayer 

that you will be edified by 

our worship service today.  

If you have any questions 

regarding what we teach or 

practice please be our 

friend and talk with us. 

Toline Witherspoon fell and 

fractured her left hip in four 

places.  She has completed 

her rehabilitation and as of 

this past Friday she is at 

home.  

Tom Witherspoon is back 

home after having work 

done for clotting in his right 

arm.  He has a long road to 

get his strength completely 

back.  

Darlene York remains 

under the care of Gary and 

Rita.  She has showed some 

signs of weight gain and 

improvement.  Keep the 

York's in your prayers too. 

Shut ins 

Stella Davidson 

696-1030 

Darlene York 

Living with Gary and Rita York 

 

from the consequences of sin (see Matthew 24:36ff).  Seeing that Jesus had not yet 

come they formulated an opinion that he was not going to come (see 2 Peter 3:4).   

These false teachers made "merchandise" (2 Peter 2:3) of "many" (2 Peter 2:2) who 

were "un-steadfast" in their faith (2 Peter 2:14) and newly converted (2 Peter 2:18).  

The tactics of the false teachers was opinionated preaching (2 Peter 2:1) and railing at 

people who hold positions of authority to stir up others against them (2 Peter 2:10-

12).  The more error that was put on the spiritual plate of the un-steadfast and new 

convert the more truth would be evil spoken of (2 Peter 2:2).  Peter compares these 

erroneous teachers to Balaam in that they loved glory, riches, and honor more than 

truth (2 Peter 2:15-16).  False teachers not only destroy their own souls but the souls 

of others (2 Peter 2:12).  God views the false teacher as an unwanted animal that is to 

be put down in death (2 Peter 2:12).  Peter makes it clear, God will not "spare" men or 

women who teach and oppose his divine truths (see 2 Peter 2:4-5).  Peter's second 

epistle is a warning to the faithful child of God.  Peter writes, "You therefore, beloved, 

knowing these things beforehand, beware lest, being carried away with the error of 

the wicked, you fall from your own steadfastness" (2 Peter 3:17). 

Remaining steadfast (i.e., firm and confident) in one’s faith is the key to "escaping the 

corruption that is in the world by lust" (2 Peter 1:4) and the error of "false teachers" (2 

Peter 2:1).  The Apostle Peter speaks of "diligence" (2 Peter 1:10 and 3:14), "spiritual 

growth" (2 Peter 3:18), and obtaining "knowledge" (2 Peter 1:2, 3, 5, 8) as keys to 

spiritual survival.  When one grows in truth and sets aside preconceived religious 

opinions they will be able to differentiate "cunningly devised fables" from the truths 

of the gospel (2 Peter 1:16).  Furthermore, diligence, spiritual growth, and knowledge 

will help one make a distinction between truth and error in general (i.e., divine 

revelation from pseudo religious words) (see 2 Peter 1:19-21).  When the Christian 

meekly distinguishes truth from opinion and puts on the “Christian Graces” of 2 Peter 

1:5-7 he will not be "idle nor unfruitful unto the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 

Peter 1:8) and obtain the "divine nature" (2 Peter 1:4).  Let all Christians be watchers 

on the mountain tops of life so that error from the lips of men who disrespect the 

authoritative divinely revealed word of God may be vigorously opposed.  Let us put on 

the conviction of Moses against false teachers in that we will not "consent, hearken, 

neither shall your eye pity him, neither shall you spare, neither shall you conceal him:" 

(Deuteronomy 13:8).     

             John Robertson 

 

                                                                                                 

Psalms 59 
 

"1 Deliver me from my enemies, O my God; protect me from those 

who rise up against me; 2 deliver me from those who work evil, and save me 

from bloodthirsty men.  3 For behold, they lie in wait for my life; fierce 

men stir up strife against me.  For no transgression or sin of mine, O 

LORD, 4 for no fault of mine, they run and make ready. Awake, come to 

meet me, and see!  5 You, LORD God of hosts, are God of Israel. Rouse 

yourself to punish all the nations; spare none of those who treacherously 

plot evil.  Selah  6 Each evening they come back, howling like dogs and 

prowling about the city.  7 There they are, bellowing with their mouths 

with swords in their lips-- for "Who," they think, "will hear us?"  8 But you, 

O LORD, laugh at them; you hold all the nations in derision.  9 O my 

Strength, I will watch for you, for you, O God, are my fortress.  10 My God 

in his steadfast love will meet me; God will let me look in triumph on my 

enemies.  11 Kill them not, lest my people forget; make them totter by your 

power and bring them down, O Lord, our shield!  12 For the sin of their 

mouths, the words of their lips, let them be trapped in their pride. For the 

cursing and lies that they utter, 13 consume them in wrath; consume them 

till they are no more, that they may know that God rules over Jacob to the 

ends of the earth.  Selah  14 Each evening they come back, howling like 

dogs and prowling about the city.  15 They wander about for food and growl 

if they do not get their fill.  16 But I will sing of your strength; I will sing 

aloud of your steadfast love in the morning.  For you have been to me a 

fortress and a refuge in the day of my distress.  17 O my Strength, I will sing 

praises to you, for you, O God, are my fortress, the God who shows me 

steadfast love." 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


