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Psalms 109:3-4 

Vengeance invoked upon Adversaries 
     

""""They have compassed me They have compassed me They have compassed me They have compassed me 
about also with words of about also with words of about also with words of about also with words of 
hatred, and fought hatred, and fought hatred, and fought hatred, and fought 
against me without a against me without a against me without a against me without a 
cause.  For cause.  For cause.  For cause.  For my love they my love they my love they my love they 
are my adversaries; but I are my adversaries; but I are my adversaries; but I are my adversaries; but I 
give myself unto prayergive myself unto prayergive myself unto prayergive myself unto prayer."."."."        
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PSALMS CHAPTER 78 

God's Guidance of his People in spite of their Unfaithfulness 

Maschil of Asaph 

Synopsis 

Instructions to young people so that they may understand why 

their parents raise them in the Godly fashion they do. 

Asaph the poet, musician, and prophet is the author of this 

Psalm.  Matthew quotes from this Psalm identifying the author 

as a "prophet" (see Matthew 13:35).  Psalms 78 is also one of 

thirteen poetic Psalms identified as a "maschil."  A Maschil is a 

didactic song sung with the intention of instructing the 

individual singing as well as praising God. 

Asaph's objective is to instill faith and conviction in the new 

generation of his day.  The prophet of God sets out to achieve 

his objective by examining the faith failures of the people's 

forefathers.  God had been patient, loving, caring, and he 

performed marvelous wonders before their eyes yet they 

rejected him.  Eventually, God's patience ran out on Ephraim 

and his favor was turned to Judah, David, and Zion.   

Application 

Young people may often ponder why their parents are always 

warning them about sin in the form of worldliness and false 

doctrines of men.  The young may asks why their parents set 

rules and punish them for disobedience.  The young may ponder 

why they are taken to worship on Sundays.  The answers to    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local News 
 

Welcome to all Our 

Visitors.  It is our prayer 

that you will be edified by 

our worship service today.  

If you have any questions 

regarding what we teach or 

practice please be our 

friend and talk with us. 

Gospel Meeting! 

Dennis Scroggins has agreed 

to preach our next gospel 

meeting.  There is not a 

concrete date set yet; 

however, he said that he 

would be available March of 

2015  As soon as dates are set 

we will announce.   

Stella Davidson remains 

under home hospice care and 

continues to do well even 

though she is confined to a 

wheel chair.  Stella is now 

living with her daughter.   

Keep Gregory Manning in 

your prayers.  Gregory is a 

member of our local church 

while being incarcerated.  You 

may write him at: 

G C Manning # 1428856 

2101 FM 369 North 

Iowa Park, TX 76367 

 

these questions come in time.  As a new generation experiences the 

tender love and instructions of their parents they begin to recognize the 

why of all their upbringing.  Moms, dads, and grandparents have seen 

much sin in their days.  Parents and grandparents have felt the sting of 

sin and they have witnessed the painful consequences of sin in the lives 

of others.  There is great concern that a child will develop a rebellious 

attitude of disobedience toward God and so we press forward in our 

teaching and nurturing of our children in great hope of instilling our love 

for God within their hearts.   

Most all true Godly people can relate to this Psalm.  We have seen the 

rebellious, disobedient, and irreverent behavior of generations gone by 

and present.  We watch and listen to class mates, peers, and coworkers 

ruin their lives with sin.  Our earnest desire is to make a difference in the 

lives of not only our immediate families but the world over.  Asaph sets 

out to open the eyes of the world to rebellion and disobedience toward 

God.  You and can do this same thing if we will do the following things.  

First, let us teach the world the value of truth.  If my children, peers, or 

coworkers do not see the value of truth it is very likely that they will not 

be faithful and reverentially obedient to God and his laws.  Secondly, we 

should teach the world that there are awful and eternal consequences to 

sin.  Those who live in sin live with trouble.  Thirdly, we should teach all 

men to be grateful for the blessings they have in this life.  To murmur and 

complain about things in life is to be separate from God.  Fourthly, let us 

teach our fellow man about the frailty and shortness of life.  No matter 

how fun, exciting, or pleasurable some things may seem they are not 

worth an eternity of suffering.  Fifthly, we must teach the world that God 

is patient; however, his patience is not forever.  All people will die and 

give account for the deeds done in their bodies while among the living.  

Sixth, we should teach our fellow man to open their eyes to good and 

evil.  Lastly, we may make a difference in the lives of others by teaching 

them that God has his elect remnant that will always serve him faithfully. 

                                                                                    John C Robertson 

 

 
 
        

Psalms 86 
"1 Incline your ear, O LORD, and answer me, for I am poor and 

needy.  2 Preserve my life, for I am godly; save your servant, who trusts in 

you--you are my God.  3 Be gracious to me, O Lord, for to you do I cry all 

the day.  4 Gladden the soul of your servant, for to you, O Lord, do I lift up 

my soul.  5 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast 

love to all who call upon you.  6 Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; listen to 

my plea for grace.  7 In the day of my trouble I call upon you, for you 

answer me.  8 There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, nor are there 

any works like yours.  9 All the nations you have made shall come and 

worship before you, O Lord, and shall glorify your name.  10 For you are 

great and do wondrous things; you alone are God.  11 Teach me your way, 

O LORD, that I may walk in your truth; unite my heart to fear your 

name.  12  I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and I 

will glorify your name forever.  13 For great is your steadfast love toward 

me; you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.  14 O God, 

insolent men have risen up against me; a band of ruthless men seeks my life, 

and they do not set you before them.  15 But you, O Lord, are a 

God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love 

and faithfulness.  16 Turn to me and be gracious to me; give your strength 

to your servant, and save the son of your maidservant.  17 Show me a sign 

of your favor, that those who hate me may see and be put to shame because 

you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me." 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


