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Shining as Lights in the World

In the midst of a Crooked and Perverse Generation
by Nicolas Long

Something that should be of great concern to all
Christians is the direction the world is headed. Just by
taking a look around us we can see easily that the world is
not headed in a direction that is in accordance with Gods
word. Slowly our world is turning from God. It wasn’t
more than forty to fifty years ago that the majority of
society held some belief in God. See they believed in God
the Father and Jesus the Son and the Holy Spirit. Talk of
Atheism and homosexuality were not heard of and when it
was spoken it was considered taboo. But look at the
society we live in today. We have political figures that
speak of and practice homosexuality. We have Movie
stars and Sports icons that believe in no God. In
Philippians 2: 12 we are told that we need to work out our
own salvation first. See by doing this we heed to the
teaching of Jesus in Matthew 7: 1-6 where we are told to
remove the plank from our own eye before removing the
speck from our brother. Now some twist the teaching to
say we are not to correct a brother that is in error. This
passage in Mathew is telling us that in order for us to be
able to help a brother or sister in error we need to make
sure our own salvation is worked out first. But see God
told us how to work out that salvation later on in verse 12
of Philippians 2. He told us we are to work it out with fear
and trembling. You see, if we don’t have a proper fear of
the Lord, then we can not truly be ready to be judged by
him. Some think and teach that fear is a bad thing. But
what if you had no fear of the Lord? Would you be driven
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to be a strong Christian, without the fear of spending an
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Shining as Lights In the World

By Holding Fast The Word of Life
I. Introduction
II.  Through diligent study
a. Diligent study requires

b. Such diligent study is required

III. Through consistent application

a. There is a danger of being a hearer and not a doer.

b. The world already has Pharisees

C. But thru consistent application, we demonstrate the value of the will of
God

IV. Through teaching it to others
a. The natural follow-up to study and application
b. As the people of God, Proclaiming the “Word of Life” is our primary
function in this world
C. Herein lies the greatest hope of shedding light in this dark world of ours!!!

V. Conclusion

Like many others, I am very concerned about the direction our society appears to be
going | do not take issue with the motives and zeal of others, but I question the WAY
some people who believe in God are trying to change our society for good. Can we not
learn from the failure of the "Civil Rights Movement" to change the hearts of men
through legislation or even violence that maybe there is a better way? Not to say that
changing legislation through legitimate means is not a worthy goal for Christians But to
say that it alone is inadequate. The "better way" is the way God used His people to
ultimately change a "pre-Christian culture" (known for immorality and injustice) into
one that at least on the surface held up Christianity as a religion of preference rather than
ridicule How did they do it? Though it took several hundred years, it was done by
"Shining As Lights In The World", in the manner in which Paul wrote in Ph 2:12-16!
With the help of God, perhaps we can do the same. At the very least, we can assure that
we will save ourselves through God's grace!




