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Give Thanks with the Whole Heart

by Micky Galloway

Psalms 138:1 “I will give thee thanks with my whole heart: before the gods will
I sing praises unto thee.”

Psalms 19:1-3 “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament
showeth his handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night
showeth knowledge. There is no speech nor language; their voice is not heard.”

Psalms 145:1,3 “I will extol thee, my God, O King; and | will bless thy name
for ever and ever ... Great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised; and his
greatness is unsearchable.”

Psalms 148 “Praise ye Jehovah. Praise ye Jehovah from the heavens: praise him
in the heights. Praise ye him, all his angels: praise ye him, all his host. Praise ye
him, sun and moon: praise him, all ye stars of light. Praise him, ye heavens of
heavens, and ye waters that are above the heavens. Let them praise the name of
Jehovah; for he commanded, and they were created. He hath also established
them for ever and ever: He hath made a decree which shall not pass away.
Praise Jehovah from the earth, ye sea-monsters, and all deeps. Fire and hail,
snow and vapor; Stormy wind, fulfilling his word; Mountains and all hills;
fruitful trees and all cedars; Beasts and all cattle; creeping things and flying
birds; Kings of the earth and all peoples; princes and all judges of the earth;
Both young men and virgins; old men and children: Let them praise the name of
Jehovah; for his name alone is exalted; His glory is above the earth and the
heavens. And he hath lifted up the horn of his people, the praise of all his saints;
even of the children of Israel, a people near unto him. Praise ye Jehovah.”

In such magnificent expressions as these, the Psalmist praised his Creator
with beauty of language that lifts our spirits and inspires us to echo his words as
we seek to praise the God of heaven and give thanks for the great things he has
done. Many of the songs we sing are based on the words of these passages.

From the N.T. writers, we learn that praising God is to be a part of our lives as
Christians. The apostle Peter said, “But ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, a people for (God's) own possession, that ye may show forth the
excellencies (praises KJV) of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvellous light” (I Peter 2:9). “If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles
of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth, that
God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and
dominion forever and ever” (I Peter 4:11 KJV). The Hebrew writer says, “By
him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the
fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his name” (Hebrews 13:15 KJV). Luke tells
that the first Christians praised God daily, ““And they, continuing daily with one
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L_ocal News:

Welcome to all our visitors:
We pray that you will be edified
by our service and that you will
asks questions if things are not
as you are accustomed to seeing.
Please do come back at your
every opportunity!

Elizabeth Cribbs had surgery
on her back last week and it did
not go very well. She remains in
a lot of pain and will likely have
to have additional work done.

Robert Norris’ x-ray results
showed no break in his arm or
shoulder. He has strained his
shoulder and it is very sore.

Deirdre Wilson remains in
Abilene to be with her ailing
mother.

Jim Summers has received his
orders and will be leaving for
Saudi Arabia May 2, 2008.

Adult Bible Studies:

Sunday mornings we are
studying the book of James and
Wednesday we are studying The
Song of Solomon.

Area Gospel Meetings:
Wayne Goforth will be at the
Woodmont Church of Christ

today through Friday. Mike
Pittman will be preaching at the
Mustang church of Christ in
Oklahoma that same week.

Continue to pray for our shut-
ins:

Stella Davidson

696-1030 (Home)

Calvin York

692-0489 (Home).

Bessie Murphy

4600 Taft Blvd, Apt. 538

accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their
meat with gladness and singleness of heart, praising God, and having favor with
all the people” (Acts 2:46-47 KJV). Praise and thanksgiving must be a part of
our service to God. The apostle Paul wrote, “As therefore ye received Christ
Jesus the Lord, (so) walk in him, rooted and builded up in him, and established
in your faith, even as ye were taught, abounding in thanksgiving” (Col. 2:6-7).
Such devotion ultimately finds expression in the praise of Deity by means of the
sacrifice of tongues and lips. When God's children, redeemed by the blood of
the spotless Lamb of God, employ the high and holy priesthood of heaven's
greatest gift to earth, they do so from true hearts when they ““offer up a sacrifice
of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of lips which make confession to
his name” (Hebrews 13:15). It is this sentiment springing up within the
believer's heart which causes him with the Psalmist to exclaim, ““Bless the Lord,
0 my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name” (Psalms 103:1 KJV).
One cannot reflect seriously on the Bible without awareness that praising God
plays a prominent role in both the Old and New Testaments. Both Testaments
abound with man's recognition of God's worthiness. Such English expressions
as “Praise,” “Give thanks,” “Thanksgiving,” “Sing praise,” “Shout with joy,”
“Glorify,” “Honor,” and “Hallelujah” are expressions of tribute to Jehovah from
both men and angels. In the book of Psalms alone, the word “Praise” occurs 168
times. In the book of Revelation, we find many such expressions by both man
and heavenly hosts. Consider these: “And the four beasts had each of them six
wings about him, and they were full of eyes within; and they rest not day or
night, saying Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to
come” (Revelation 4:8 KJV). Again, “The four and twenty elders fall down
before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth forever and ever,
and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to
receive glory and honor and power; for thou hast created all things, and for thy
pleasure they are and were created” (Revelation 4:10-11 KJV). Yet again,
“And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the
four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshiped God,
saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor,
and power, and might, be unto our God forever and ever. Amen” (Revelation
7:11-12 KJV). Two of the Greek nouns translated with our word “praise” also
occur in verb form and are translated as ““sang praises unto God” (Acts 16:25
KJV), and “will | sing praise unto thee” (Hebrews 2:12 KJV).

In praising God and giving thanks with the whole heart, there is an
understood reverence for the eternally self-existing God who has manifested His
creative power over the physical universe, made known His spiritual character
in His spoken and written word, and demonstrated His interest in and love for
sinful mankind in His oral and written communication through the person,
teachings, and works of His Son, Jesus Christ. Praising God involves my
personal recognition of what He has done for the benefit of mankind. A failure
to recognize this was the besetting sin that lead the Gentiles to idolatry. “For the
invisible things of him since the creation of the world are clearly seen, being
perceived through the things that are made, (even) his everlasting power and
divinity; that they may be without excuse: because that, knowing God, they
glorified him not as God, neither gave thanks; but became vain in their
reasonings, and their senseless heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be
wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God for the
likeness of an image of corruptible man, and of birds, and four-footed beasts,
and creeping things” (Romans 1:20-23). Let us be thankful!



Do YOU believe that Jesus is the Christ?

Introduction (Rom. 1:20):

The story of Jesus begins very early in the pages of Genesis. Due to Satan’s deceptive work God
promised to send the Messiah to crush him and the power of sin (Gen. 3:15). Jesus was born into this
world of a woman just as the Genesis account had predicted (Gal. 4:4). Early in life he illustrated his
special place in the kingdom of God (see Lk. 2:40-52). He lived a life as a carpenter until he was 33
years old (MKk. 6:3). Jesus began his ministry of fulfilling the eternal promise of God from that point
forward by preaching and performing miracles (Jn. 20:30). Jesus’ life ends at the cross whereby he
voluntarily gave up his blood as a sacrifice for the sins of the world (Rom. 8:3; Heb. 2:14-15). All of
humanity now has the opportunity to be forgiven for their trespasses against Jehovah God’s law (Matt.
26:26-29). Those who believe the story of Jesus may contact his saving blood through the obedient act
of baptism (Acts 2:38). Jesus said, “Except ye believe that I am he (i.e., the Christ) ye shall die in your
sins (Jn. 8:24). Do you believe that Jesus is the Christ?

l. Jesus is rejected in New Testament Times:
A. Herod’s Edict (Matt. 2:1-5, 7, 16-17).
B. Jesus rejected by his home town as the lowly carpenter (Matt. 13:54-58).
C. Sanhedrin Council reject the Lord (Matt. 26:1-5):
1. Jesus had publicly rebuked the Pharisees (Matt. 23).
2. Raised Lazarus from the dead (Jn. 12:9-11).
3. Made his triumphal entry into Jerusalem wherein the multitudes shouted, “Hosanna:
Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel” (Jn. 12:13)
D. The General population rejected Jesus and his teachings because he did not meet their
expectations (see Matt. 11:12-19 comp. to 17:9-13; see also Matt. 27:20-26).
1. Why do some continue to reject Jesus?
A. Mankind rejects Jesus to this very day for the same reasons they did in Jesus’ day; i.e., hard
heartedness (Jn. 12:37-41; | Pet. 2:7-8).
B. People reject Jesus because belief would involve loosing friends, opportunities at the
workplace, and an overall change to one’s life (Jn. 12:42-43).
C. People reject Jesus today because he continues to not meet man’s preconceived ideas of a
Lord that unconditionally forgives (Acts 2:38).
D. People reject Jesus because believing in him means work (and most are too lazy, selfish, and
uncaring to do anything / see James 2:14-17; | Jn. 3:17-18).
I11.  Why should I believe that Jesus is the Christ?
A. Helpless (Heb. 2:16-18).
B. Hopeless (Rom. 5:1-5)
C. Homeless (Eph. 2:18-22)

Conclusion (Jn. 20:29):

The world of sinners must be convicted of sin that they may see their need for Jesus. Once again we
recall that Jesus said, “Except ye believe that | am he (i.e., the Christ) ye shall die in your sins” (Jn.
8:24). Though this is the case multitudes of people continue to reject Jesus. Let the world see that
without Jesus there is no purpose to man’s existence (see | Cor. 15:12-22). Let us gain a faith in Jesus
through hearing of the word of God (Rom. 10:17).




