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The "Free Gift" of  Salvation (2) 

"15 But not as the trespass, so also is the free gift.  For if by the trespass of the 

one the many died, much more did the grace of God, and the gift by the grace of the 

one man, Jesus Christ, abound unto the many" (Romans 5:15). 

Consider the meaning of the word "free gift" (Greek charisma).  The Greek 

charisma means "a grace, favor: a free gift, gift of God's grace" (LS 883).  

Interestingly, the American Heritage Dictionary defines the English word 

charisma as "A rare quality or power attributed to those persons who have 

demonstrated an exceptional ability for winning the devotion of large 

numbers of people.  A special quality of personal magnetism or charm" 

(AHD 260).  The English word charisma is taken from the Greek meaning 

but why?  If we take the Greek word charisma and divide it by its syllables 

to determine a precise meaning we find our answer.  The Greek root word 

charis is defined as "favor, goodwill, to confer a favor on one, for one's 

pleasure or one's sake" (LS 883).  The second syllable of the Greek word 

charisma is the ma.  The Greek word ma means "a particle used in strong 

protestations and oaths or affirmation" (LS 483).  Putting all the 

definitions together gives us a greater picture of the "free gift" of God being 

justification through the blood of Jesus Christ.  Justification is a firm 

promise and favor to forgive people of sins.  This firm declaration of 

forgiveness is very attractive to the world so that it is viewed as having 

charisma. 

When God justifies the ungodly this is as attractive as one who has a 

magnetic or charismatic personality.  There is nothing in the definition of 

the Greek charisma that would suggest that man has no responsibility to 

obey the commandments of God.  A better translation in the target 

language of English may be simply "exceptional favor."  Unfortunately, 

when people hear the term "free gift" they quickly conclude that there is 

nothing to do to attain God's gift.  Jesus; however, taught that the 

condition for receiving God's gifts was to hear, see, understand, turn from 

sin, and be healed (Matthew 13:10-23).  The Apostle Peter preached the 

first gospel sermon and taught that the obedient act of repentance and 

baptism were necessary for justification (Acts 2:38).  The free gift of 

justification is given to those who obey God.    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local News 
 

Welcome to all Our 

Visitors.  It is our prayer 

that you will be edified by 

our worship service today.  

If you have any questions 

regarding what we teach or 

practice please be our 

friend and talk with us. 

Darlene York has been 

placed under home hospice 

care.  Please remember her 

in your prayers. 

Stella Davidson remains 

under home hospice care 

and continues to do well 

even though she is confined 

to a wheel chair.   

Keep Gregory Manning in 

your prayers.  Gregory is a 

member of our local church 

while being incarcerated.  

You may write him at: 

G C Manning # 1428856 

2101 FM 369 North 

Iowa Park, TX 76367 

 

Don't forget the shut ins 

(Darlene York and 

Stella Davidson) in your 

daily prayers! 

Another explanation of God’s conditional grace and exceptional favor is found in 

understanding the workings of God’s promises.  God promised that he would 

“GIVE” Abraham and his seed the land of Canaan yet we find that it was through 

many years of bloody obedient battles that God’s people would untimely receive this 

free gift (Genesis 12:7).  Again, God told Joshua that he had "GIVEN Jericho into his 

hand, and the king thereof, and the mighty men of valor" and then proceeds to give Joshua 

instructions to follow in order to receive this gift (Joshua 6:2).  If Joshua and the 

people of God would not have followed God's orders to take Jericho the city would 

not have been given to them. 

The scriptures tell us that "Noah found favor in the eyes of Jehovah" (Genesis 6:8).  Noah, 

by Godly fear, obeyed the commands of God to build an ark (see Hebrews 11:17).  

God gave him instructions and he followed them (Genesis 6:13ff).  Moses records, 

"Thus did Noah: according to all that God commanded him, so did he" (Genesis 6:22).  Noah 

received God’s grace, salvation from the flood, by faithfully following his instructions 

(see 1 Peter 3:20-21). 

We may also look to the example of Namaan as recorded at 2 Kings Chapter 5.  God 

gave Namaan instructions through his prophet Elisha that would show Naaman 

God's favor.  The grace of God would heal Naaman of his leprosy if he washed in 

the Jordan seven times.  Naaman complied with faithful obedience and he was healed 

receiving God’s grace. 

Again, Jesus said to a blind man "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, he went away and washed, 

and came seeing" (John 9:7).  The blind man received the favor or grace of God, his 

sight, when he complied with the instructions of Jesus.  He received grace through 

faith.  Furthermore, three thousand people received God's grace, the forgiveness of 

their sins, as they complied with God's instructions to be baptized (see Acts 2:37-44).  

Those who are teaching salvation by God's grace only without man's works have just 

not studied their Bibles.  The Lord's teaching is plain and simple.  Every person's 

justification today is contingent upon their obedience (see 1 Corinthians 15:1-2 and 

Colossians 1:22-23). 

Paul affirms that there are similarities in the acts of Adam and Christ; however, he is 

quick to point out the differences too.  Adam’s sinful act led to spiritual death of the 

whole human race.  Christ one act (crucifixion) leads to the opportunity of spiritual 

life for the whole human race.  Here in is the great contrast between Adam and 

Christ.  The enormous consequence of Adam’s sin was physical and spiritual death to 

the human race.  The consequence of Christ’s one act of obedience is both physical 

and spiritual life to the human race (Philippians 2:8).  People ought to be naturally 

attracted to the charismatic act of Christ rather than that of Adam.  This is why we read 

throughout our Bibles that the nations will flow to the kingdom of God with great 

interest (see Zechariah 2:11; 3:10; 8:20-23 and Revelation 15:4 and 21:24). 

             John C Robertson  

Psalms 65 
 

"1 Praise awaits you, O God, in Zion; to you our vows will be 

fulfilled.  2 O you who hear prayer, to you all men will 

come.  3 When we were overwhelmed by sins, you forgave our 

transgressions.  4 Blessed are those you choose and bring near to 

live in your courts!  We are filled with the good things of your 

house, of your holy temple.  5 You answer us with awesome deeds 

of righteousness, O God our Savior, the hope of all the ends of 

the earth and of the farthest seas, 6 who formed the mountains by 

your power, having armed yourself with strength, 7 who stilled the 

roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the turmoil of 

the nations.  8 Those living far away fear your wonders; where 

morning dawns and evening fades you call forth songs of 

joy.  9 You care for the land and water it; you enrich it 

abundantly.  The streams of God are filled with water to provide 

the people with grain, for so you have ordained it.  10 You drench 

its furrows and level its ridges; you soften it with showers and 

bless its crops.  11 You crown the year with your bounty, and your 

carts overflow with abundance.  12 The grasslands of the desert 

overflow; the hills are clothed with gladness.  13 The meadows are 

covered with flocks and the valleys are mantled with grain; they 

shout for joy and sing." 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


