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Clips from Psalms 
Psalms 119:16 

Meditations and Prayers relating to the Law of God   

"16 I will delight 
myself in your 
statutes; I will 
not forget your 

word."  
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1 Corinthians 10 
by James Morris 

 
In the middle of his instructions to the Corinthians 
regarding "things sacrificed to idols", in 1 Cor. 10 Paul 
digresses to the history of Israel after their deliverance 
from Egypt.  The Israelites, he says, had been "baptized 
unto Moses", or into an acceptance of his leadership.  They 
had seen God use the waters of the Red Sea both to deliver 
them and to destroy their enemies.  Their lives were 
sustained by the "spiritual food and drink" miraculously 
provided by God and Christ.  All, it would seem, is blessing 
and goodness for God's chosen people.  Far behind them 
is the harsh slavery of Egypt.  Ahead lies the promised land 
flowing with milk and honey. 
  
But this journey, which began in such spiritual heights, was 
soon to descend to some of the lowest depths of the 
nation's history, as they apostatized into idolatry, were 
seduced by heathen women into fornication, murmured 
rebelliously against God, and even challenged His 
appointments of spokesmen and priests.  Time and again 
the Israelites would fall into such traps of sin and be 
severely punished by God, until most of them were denied 
entrance into the promised land - though it had been 
offered to the entire nation! 
  
Why should this history be important to the Corinthian 
saints?  What does it have to do with their questions about 
"things sacrificed to idols"? 
  
What happened to Israel was, Paul tells us, a "type" (Greek, 
"tupos"), "written for our admonition."  The church Christ 
built would be confronted with traps and pitfalls similar to,  
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Welcome  to  all  Our 
Visitors.    It  is our prayer 
that you will be edified by 
our  worship  service 
today.    If  you  have  any 
questions regarding what 
we  teach  or  practice 
please  be  our  friend  and 
talk with us. 

Keep  Nina  Gray  and 
Robert  Norris  in  your 
prayers  as  they  battle 
various  issues  that  keep 
their health down. 
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(Marc Smith) 

Mark  your  calendars  at 
April 7 through 10 of this 
year  (Thursday  through 
Sunday).    If  those  dates 
are  not  good  please  get 
with John ASAP. 

Remember our Shut ins  

Stella Davidson  is  at  the 
assisted  living  Arbor 
House.   Please visit Stella 
if you get the chance.   

 

those faced by "the church in the wilderness" (Acts 7:38).  When Jesus 
spoke of building HIS church He used the same word that had so 
frequently been used to describe the congregation of Israel in the 
Greek Old Testament.  The experience of Christ's church parallels that 
of Israel in many ways. 
 
The Corinthian church confronted some of the same dangers to which 
Israel had fallen prey.  From Israel's failures Paul draws stern warnings 
for these disciples.  "Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall.  There hath no temptation taken you but such as man 
can bear: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will with the temptation make also the way 
of escape, that ye may be able to endure it. Wherefore, my beloved, 
flee from idolatry." (1 Cor. 10:12-14) 
  
In 8:4 he had said, "we know that no idol is anything in the world, and 
that there is no God but one." Perhaps this knowledge would lead 
some to scoff at the dangers of idolatry.  Knowledge can puff us up 
not only against the brethren, but against the dangers of sin as 
well.  Paul assures them that there is indeed a way of escape from this 
(and every) sin. 
  
So how can they escape it?  Does he tell them, "You already know 
these are fictional gods, so it's okay for you to join in their 
worship"?  Does he say, "You're so strong in the faith, you won't be 
led astray by these non-existent deities"? 
  
No.  Instead he tells them to "RUN!"  Don't wander over to the edge 
of that cliff for a peek.  Don't play with that fire.  Today's culture may 
glorify what is "edgy" and those who choose to "live on the 
edge".  But this apostle warns us that feet can slip. 
  
The heathen's god is not real.  His idol is not a real deity.   The danger, 
though, IS real, because the demons and devils of idolatry are 
real.  Look at Ps. 106:37-38: "Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their 
daughters unto demons, and shed innocent blood, even the blood of 
their sons and of their daughters, whom they sacrificed unto the idols 
of Canaan".  Someone was being worshipped here - and in the temples 
of Corinth.  And it wasn't God. 
  
Christ's disciples occupy such a blessed position in history, being 
described as those "upon whom the ends of the ages are come" 
(10:11).  We have before us the examples and lessons from "the 
church in the wilderness".  Will we learn from them, and take heed lest 
we fall? 

Psalms 124 

1 If it had not been the LORD who was on 
our side-- let Israel now say-- 2 if it had not 
been the LORD who was on our side when 
people rose up against us, 3 then they would 
have swallowed us up alive, when their anger 

was kindled against us; 4 then the flood 
would have swept us away, the torrent would 
have gone over us; 5 then over us would have 

gone the raging waters.  6 Blessed be the 
LORD, who has not given us as prey to their 
teeth!  7 We have escaped like a bird from the 
snare of the fowlers; the snare is broken, and 
we have escaped!  8 Our help is in the name 
of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


