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A Study of Islam

Introduction:

On February 23, 1998 al Qaida issued a statemeatigh its leader Bin Ladin titled, “Text of Fatwah
Urging Jihad Against Americans.” Within this fatwaBin Ladin stated, “On the basis, and in compml&awith
God'’s order, we issue the following fatwah to aligfims: The ruling to kill the Americans and thallies—
civilians and military—is an individual duty for ey Muslim who can do it in any country in whichig
possible to do it, in order to liberate the al-Addasque Mosque and the holy mosque from their gyl in
order for their armies to move out of all the lamdi$slam, defeated and unable to threaten any inusT his is
in accordance with the words of Almighty God, ‘dight the pagans all together as they fight youadlether,’
and ‘fight them until there is no more tumult orpopssion, and there prevail justice and faith irdGo On
April 24, 2002 al Qaida issued a statement justdyits actions on 9-11 in New York and Washingtayirsg,
“In the name of Allah, the merciful, the
compassionate. Praise to the Lord of t| +
universe who said in his book, ‘fight those wh T m R?quq N_e 5«(04 March 20.05)
do not believe in Allah or the last day and wi| '
do not prohibit what Allah and His
messenger have prohibited, those who do
obey the religion of truth from those who we
given the book. Fight them until they pay th
poll tax and are humbled... Allah has givg
success to a group of young men of Islam w
his favor and generosity, and has shown
prosperity and kindness because he has rest
to the ummah some of its truth... We oOff
support for the progress of the ummah’s jihg
sacrifice, and martyrdom. The first charge
the heroes of the New York and Washingt
attacks was obedience to all of their orders,
obedience that was established before th
departure to the enemy’s land, beginning w
the hero Ahmad al-Ghamdi, may Allah almigh
have mercy on him... By means of th|
document we send a message to America
those behind it. We are coming, by the will
Allah almighty, no matter what America doe
It will never be safe from the fury of Muslims:
America is the one who began the war, and it widlel the battle by the permission of Allah almightyon
December 16, 2004 again Bin Ladin sent the follgnstatement to the rulers of Saudi Arabia in aenapt to
muster them up against the USA. He stated, “Ireiofdr this ummabh (Islamic nation) to be on théhtigack
again (the straight path of Allah), it must folldlve same course of action followed by their ancsstb4
centuries ago. Anyone who believes in part oflibek (the Quran) and rejects other parts is indeda (an
infidel).”

Due to statements such as above, current mpesjisee attached paper clipping) and televistavsnasts
regarding Iraq, and struggles with the Muslim woddstudy of Islam is in order. The objective litstudy
will be to help the student understand the religbidrislam. To achieve this objective, we shall rakze the
history of Islam, its teachings, Islam in Ameriaad terms related to Muslim beliefs.




Islam and World Religions:

The World Factbook (www.odci.gov/cia/publicatiors®fbook) states that the world’'s population is
estimated at 6,379,157,361. The study indicatas"“@hristians” (Roman Catholics, Protestants, @k, and
Anglicans) comprise 32.71 % of the world populat{@086,622,372 people). Muslims form the nexgdst
class at 19.67 % of the world population (1,254,Z8R people). Hindus are third in size at roughly million,
and the last major world religion is Buddhism whistrepresented by 3.7 million people. Interedyinthere
are an estimated 153,737,692 atheists in the woNdte on the map below that America is consideaed
predominately “Christian” nation. According to Th¥orld Factbook, the population of America as ofyJu
2004 is 293,027,571. Practicing Muslims in Amerimamber approximately 4 million (1.36 % of total

population).

The Islamic world is Religions of the
predominately located in } WORLD
Africa and the Middle %

East. The below map

illustrates the heaviest
concentration of those
holding to Islamic faith in
the world.
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Important Arabic Terms for this Study:

Islam = “Submission to God”

Muslim = “One who surrenders to God”

Quran = “Recite” (Muhammad told to ‘recite’ what he hlaglard from the angel Gabriel).

Hijra = “Muhammad’s (and following Muslims) emigrationofn Mecca to Medina (622 AD).” This date
marks the first year in the Islamic Calendar dui b®ing the recognized beginning of Islam.

Caliph = “successor or representative” (These men tookpthee of Muhammad, as leaders in the Islamic
community, after his death).

Hadith = “A tradition or the collection of the traditionsf Muhammad, the Prophet of Islam, including his
sayings and deeds, and his tacit approval of wles said or done in his presence (a synonyrauoing...
Hadith currently exists in two main sets of colieas, corresponding to the Sunni and Shiite divisigthin
Islam. Sunni Islam recognizes as authoritativedbléections of Bukhari and Muslim followed in imgiance
by those of Abu Dawud, Tirmidhi, an-Nasai, and Maja. Shiite Islam accepts only traditions tratdmbugh
Ali’s family. The major Shiite collections are e of al-Kulini, al-Babuya, al-Qummi, and al-Tusi.”(Note:
the teachings of Muhammad, Sunnas, hold an equitvalghority to the Quran).

Sunna= The teachings of Muhammad which are divinelyired (cf. Quran 53:3). Obedience to
Muhammad’s teachings is every Muslim’s duty (Quda80; 59:7). These things being so, it is easgnsthat

if one follows only the Quran he has not a totaelwiof Islam. Often, the Sunna addresses issuetht&uran

is silent on. Interestingly, though Muhammad wdisihely inspired” he had the ability to make wrong
judgments based on one’s “eloquent” manner of demejcf. Oxford pg. 132).

! http://mapsofworld.com/world-religion-map.htm
2www.bartleby.com (an online encyclopedia)



Dar al-Islam = “Territory recognized as being ruled by Muslims”

Jihad = “struggle” (some define the word as *holy war’)

Shariah = “Divine Revelation” (two sources: The Quran &uhnas)

Fiqu = “Human reason” (used in determining current laav immediate society; takes into consideration
prevailing customs and propriety)

Hudud (hadd) = “Offenses and penalties defined in the Quransfume serious crimes such as adultery (the
punishment was corporal in nature; i.e., physical)

Umma = “The universal Muslim community”
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THE WORLD OF ISLAM
DISTRIBUTION OF WORLD POPULATION

Islam’s History:

Islam’s history has its beginnings during erld dominance of the Byzantine (late Roman) EmpifThe
maps below illustrate the extent of the Byzantingpie from AD 550 to AD 1350.

la

Carthage

“"L Aexandria

The existing religions of the day were Christianifydaism, and Zoroastrianism (worship of the gbd o
wisdom) and were all monotheistic (worshiped one&)3dio practice. Additionally, small animist cubgisted in
Arabia. These cults attributed divine powers ttura objects such as the sun, moon, planets, racidtrees.

3 Esposito, J. L. The Oxford History of Islam; Inpp. x. Map of “The World of Islam”
4 Map source: Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 2002. © 199BMicrosoft Corporation. All rights reserved.
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The primary place animist worship was conducted ima$aif and Mecca. A pagan shrine known as the
“Kaabd' (also known to Muslims as the house of God erebte Abraham and Ishmael) was located in Mecca.
People would come from miles around to worship padicipate in the abundant markets and social tsven
around this shrine. It was in this environmentanmamed Muhammad was born and raised.

Muhammad (570 — 632 AD):

Muhammad was born around 570 AD in Mecca.wds a trader who could not read or write. Muhammad
often retreated to a nearby mountain cave to pnayspend time alone. Muslim traditional writindaim that
at the age of about 40 (i.e., 610 AD), Mohammad diauk to a secluded cave to meditate and theréveece
visit from the angel Gabriel. “Gabriel spoke tanhisaying, ‘Muhammad, you are the Messenger of 'Gu]
commanded him to ‘recitel’ Muhammad protested thatcould not- after all, he was not gifted likes th
traditional tribal bards of Arabia. Then, accoglito this tradition, the angel squeezed him soewitly that
Muhammad thought he’'d die. Again Gabriel orderéd to recite, and from his lips came the first erof
what eventually became the Quran, regarded asté¢nea¢ words of God himself by some 1.3 billion Niuns
around the world> Muhammad reported these revelations to family bem and friends from whom he
gained support and a small following. These sugpsrcame to be called “Muslim” which is an Arakiord
meaning, “one who surrenders to God.”

Mecca at this time was a predominately pagaciety where idolatry abounded. Twelve yeargraft
Muhammad received his revelation from Gabriel, ¢hizens of Mecca had been persecuting the Mustioes
to their rejection of polytheism. The tension vimsghtened at the death of Muhammad’s first wifeadfifah
and his uncle Abu Talib in 619 AD. Both of thesdividuals were instrumental in helping Muhammatigh
the emotional strain of being persecuted. MuhamfefidViecca with his followers in the year 622 AlDca
traveled 250 miles north to Medina. “This migrati&known in Islam as thkijra, is considered to mark the
birth of an independent Islamic community, and 82thus the first year of the Islamic calendarBight years
after landing in Medina, Muhammad had gained suftilewing that he was able to launch a militarjaak on
Mecca and conquer the city. Muhammad died in #s $32 and supposedly received revelation from @od
to the point of his death. Subsequent revelatiensaled to the prophet Muhammad are knowhaaithsand
in the world of Islam these teachings carry theesaumhority as the Quran. The primé&adith that is key to
understanding the religious practices of Muslimshis Hadith of Gabriel (see appendix # 3; The Hudit
Galbriel).

After the death of Muhammad, caliphs (succegsmwok the lead of the Islamic nation. Abu B#EB2 —
634) was chosen by the people to succeed Muhamn#delh Bakr was Muhammad’'s father-in-law and
appeared to be the logical choice. Neither thea@uror Muhammad’s hadiths relayed any information f
gualifications of a successor. After two yearsudé, Abu brought most of Arabia under Islamic e¢oht

Umar (634 — 644 AD):

At the death of Muhammad, Islam had been confimed telatively small portion of Arabia surrounding
Mecca and Medina (see map below). A man by theenaidmar took over the leadership of the Muslirhs a
the death of Muhammad’s father-in-law Abu and wibre title Amir al-Muminim(commander of the faithful).
Umar commanded the Muslims from 634 to 644 AD. ws eventually assassinated by a disgruntled slave.
Umar was responsible for mass expanse of the Islaation. He conquered Palestine, Syria, Iraq,pEgmnd
Iran and had minor victories over the Byzantine Eap

While on his deathbed, Umar determined tdyfaselect the next caliph to succeed him by “appoia
‘shurd (Arabic; consultative body) consisting of Ali, kihan and other prominent leaders to select the next
caliph. They chose Uthman."Shiites believed that Ali should have been receghas the next caliph yet was
denied. The tension that existed between diffeNhgslim families over a thirst for leadership anower is

® Woodward, K. L. In the Beginning, There Were the HOBFOKS: World Religions (Annual Editions pp. 162 — taken
from Newsweek, February 11, 2002, pp. 50-57.

® Ibid. From the Atlantic Monthly, January 1999, pp.48(Annual Editions pp. 158

" Clark, M. Islam for Dummies; pp. 21



traced back to this point in time. Civil wars ettally broke out among various families in the isia
communities over a struggle for leadership. Th& Bf the civil wars occurred in 656 — 61 AD. @itk would
follow; however, the important thing to note wae ttisunity which had its roots in dissatisfactioreiothe
ruling caliph. Other families wanted the rule sswltried to take the position by force. It is asthoint of
history that we find the present division among NMuas known as the Sunnis and Shiites. Through tiotieer
families would come to the forefront and claim leeghip and autonomy from the Islamic regime.
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Uthman (644 — 656)

Uthman reigned as caliph for twelve yearsrafte death of Umar. Uthman was assassinated pptian
rebels in 656 AD. The Sunnis believed that Alilpably had some part in the assassination, andftierthe
tensions between the two groups (Sunnis and Shitaginued to flourish. “In the early decadesttd Arab
conquests many members of Muhammad’s coterie witeel kand with them died valuable knowledge of the
Koranic revelations. Muslims at the edges of thpiee began arguing over what was Koranic scripaure
what was not... Uthman convened an editorial cotasibf sorts that carefully gathered the varioesgs of
scripture that had been memorized or written dowrMohammad’s companions. The result was a standard
written version of the Korar®” Interestingly, a standard Quran was produced shree hundred years after the
canon of the Bible. During the year 332 AD, onetlod last Roman Emperors (Constantine) had accepted
Christianity as the official Roman religion. “Abbthe year 332 the Emperor Constantine, wishingréamote
and organize Christian worship in the growing numtfechurches in his capital city, directed Eussltioi have
fifty copies of the sacred Scriptures made by fradtscribes and written legibly on prepared pamini®
The manuscripts available to Eusebuis were the xddiaaiticus and the Vatican codex. “In AD 367
Athanasius identified which books are in fact tlamanical books in opposition to the apocrypha; thithe
earliest listing of the twenty-seven books of theNTestament™*

8 Map source: Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 2002. © 198&EMicrosoft Corporation. All rights reserved.
° Lester, T. What Is the Koran? Annual Editions pp. ft68 The Atlantic Monthly, January 1999, pp. 43ff.

19 Metzger, B. M. The Cannon of the New Testament; pg. 206

" |bid. pg. 289.



Ali (656 — 661)

Ali succeeded Uthman as the next caliph though as @pposed by Uthman (Sunnis) followers. His rule
was short, however, due to another family’s diseotihent (i.e., the Kharijites). The Kharijites ogpd both
Sunnis and Shiites and therefore assassinated 861 AD.

Umayyad rule (661 — 750) b

Umayyad rule of the caliphat(|
Muawiyah continued to expand th = cemswmmnene
territories occupied by Muslims R
(known as the dar al-Islam.
During this state of Islam history | .
another civil war broke out amon¢
various groups because there w
no set of instructions or tradition:
that was to be the nationall
accepted form for choosing the ne: .
caliph. Three main groups withir
the Muslim communities had now o )
formed and had differing views a: THE MUSLIM EMPIRE | s
to how the caliph’s were to be TS B Al e
chosen. The three groups were the
Shiites, Kharijites, and Sunnis. The Shiites codésl that only descendants of Ali could legally ugnc the
caliphate. The Kharijites held that true piety aigthteous behavior was to be the qualificationthefcaliphate.
Still, the Sunnis believed it should be a majoritie decision. During the Umayyad rule, the Islastate was
expanding, and the Byzantine Emplrn

was shrinking. » [T ——i—i—'—__.. T
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Abbasid rule (750 — 1258) L O e — ", |

This rule was a time of war with th:
Christian crusaders along with interni |
civil war. Muslims were divided and |
ruled by various caliphs and families |
The map below indicates variou |
followings that occurred due tc |
differences of opinion by many familie: |

| INTHE EARLY ELEVENTH CENTURY

of Muslims as to who should be th o Nainiag
- ) g " T
reigning caliph. The results of saii = oo, e |
divisions were different Muslim state: | _ s Z ppm————
that formed in disunity. Only after | — ... : | | T s M | |
I

decisively defeating Umayyad armies i | =~ »= el
several battles in Iran and lIrag, ar - - - = — — — — =~ —_— .
killing the caliph and many Umayyad princes, did #bbasid leader Abu al-Abbas al Saffah come ouhén
open and receive the oath of allegiance as calipling the rule of the Abbasids, the Shiites medrattacks
to challenge their rule yet were never really gffecenough to overthrow the Abbasid rule.

EEsposito, J. L. The Oxford History of Islam; pp. Map of “The Muslim Empire to 750
Ibid. pp. 47



Eventually, autonomous groups separated thHgesdrom the Abbasid rule and established thein ow
caliphate. The first to do so occurred in Spa®il(8& 961 AD). Secondly, the Fatimids laid claimatpowerful
caliphate in Egypt (975 to 1036 AD). Nomadic Tsfkitribes reeked havoc on the Abbasid rule astoid t
Mongolians. The Mongolian world conquest was the ef the Abbasid rule. Genghis Khan, his childael
grandchildren embarked on a world wide conquestiai@58 executed the last Abbasid ruler.

13" century to 1922 (A Period of Safavid and Ottoman Epires):

14
Safavid Empire (13 to 17" Century):

Shaykh Safi al-Din (1252-1334)
challenged the Mongol and Turkish rule
in what came to be known as the
Safavid Empire. “The Safavids turned
to more militant political activities,
attacking Christian populations in
Georgia and eastern Anatolia in the
name ofjihad (religiously sanctioned
warfare  against  non-Muslims}>
“Shah’s” reigned supreme among the
Safavid’'s and represented authoritative
Islamic law as did the earlier Caliph’s.
The empire was predominately Shiite as
opposed to Sunni. The Shiite
identification brought with it adherence
to Islamic Law in the form of the
Shariah, Sunna, Community, and Fiqu
(human reason) (see chart # 2). Their
downfall was a combination of
contention between state and Shiite scholars obershould be the reigning power (scholars or treshand
Turkish rebels not being kept at bay.

The Ottoman Empire (13" Century to 119622):

“The Ottoman Empire was dedicated 1 ~. / LT s hiciuy . , &

the expansion of thdar al Islam(realm of g e e ) s gk
Islam) into Christian Europe.!” One of . Sl & e T - i
the same bands of Turks that the Abbas =~ ° B Yaes 55: e
and Safavid Empire could not keep at biff g mwma—, a7” L o o
was the beginnings of the Ottoman Empir Tk ""”ﬂ'a-,,?% ; ; 3
The empire began in a small area b, 7T P
Anatolia and quickly spread. “In 1453 th“ M o i o, SR 3
Ottomans seized Constantinople, bringing| :| e VYW 9
an end the eleven-hundred-year tenure| [ ] L i : : |
the Byzantine Empire and establishin [l 13121320 s
themselves as successors to the Ron 13201365 ;' \\,-f-;.-

‘ 1566-1683 "\,/‘-w '\\1 '\,II 'f'i'rfib.';m

EXPANSION OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE | \} “--~-_\"-, \:; _.,/’/ :
‘ 13001683 \ b L

w The Ottoman Empire at its Peak, 16831699 ‘.|I iy

% |bid. Map of Safavid Empire pp. 369
15 |bid. pp. 363

18 |bid. Map of Ottoman Empire at the Zenith of their pavpar. 373
7 Clark, M. Islam for Dummies; pp. 31




Empire.™® The Ottomans were much more successful at puttimgmall bands of rebels who threatened their
empire than were the Abbasid and Safavid Empik&bereas the “shah” ruled supreme in the Safaviditanp
the Sultans ruled in the Ottoman Empire in a positantamount to Caliphs. The Ottomans were knfawn
their elaborate construction of mosques and toterari other religions within their kingdom. Duririge 17"
century the Ottoman Empire began to decline duedecentralization of power (many smaller groupsewmt
held at bay as before). Through time the Ottomaipike experienced surges of strength and otherstinie
extreme lows in decentralization. The empire wealtda devastating blow during World War I. On Kmber

1, 1922, the rule of sultans was abolished and Qfteman Empire collapsed under European Colonial
dominance.

19 through 20" Century Islam:

“The nineteenth and twentieth centuries prawede a period of major transformation in the dngtof Islam:

a time of humiliation and subjugation, independeand revolution, revival and reform® By the nineteenth
century, most of the Muslim world found itself setj to European imperial powers. Islam was further
weakened during this time due to some believing they should resist the Europeans and fight (emdhg
enemy in holy war, i.ejihad). The challenge of the Islamic people was to iomet their existence in a
subjugated way. This was not easy due to Musliagng the early periods, not believing in a tateparation

of church and state. Muslims living under a goweent that did not use Islamic laws caused greatexonto
many. Interestingly, the Bible teaches that masukhsubject himself to governing authority no reativho
that may be (cf. Rom. 13:1ff; | Pet. 2:13ff). Hasea significant difference between Bible Chrisiig and
Islam. Christianity looks to the establishment ateinal spiritual kingdom (cf. Rom. 14:17). Thargn and
Hadiths lean toward a homogenous mixture of palitiilitary might, and religious practices in aricawacy.

By the 1950s most Muslim communities had negdi political independence from colonialism. 1945
marked to establishment of the Arab League in Calember nations included Egypt, Irag, Lebanorydsa
Arabia, Syria, Transjordan (Jordan, as of 1949} &®men. Saudi Arabia was using the Quran as its
constitution and thehariah its law as a self sustaining Islamic state. Bg 1960s, Arab nationalism and
socialism had become the predominant ideology usiné@r a number of revolutionary regimes in Egygadan,
Libya, Syria, and Iraq.

During the 1960s, Muammar Qaddafi rose to pdteking by force the leadership of Libya) andl&rged
the world Muslim leadership of Saudi Arabia usirigamd Islam as his draw in Libya. In 1970, Qaddtdsed
US and British military bases in Libya and confiech Italian and Jewish properties. He reinstitutieel
corporal punishment of the Quran (i.e., cuttingtb hands of thieves and so forth) (cf. chart # ®@addafi’'s
aim was to unite Islam states into one unified bfdy, Egypt and Tunisia). In 1986, the Unitedt&8 bombed
Libya in response to the country supporting testodrganizations. After 1999, Qaddafi eased had aed
began seeking peaceful relationships with the we&3addafi remains as Libya leader using a legalesys
“based on Italian civil law system and Islamic laseparate religious courts; no constitutional psiovi for
judicial review of legislative acts; has not acegptompulsory ICJ (International Commission of sturA
Human Rights Group. jcr) jurisdictio®

Sadat came to power in Egypt (1970's) and éerie conflict between Muslims and Israglhad (holy
war). 1973 Sadat, with Syrian backing, attackeadkin an attempt to regain Muslim lands losthie 1967 war
with Israel.

Ayatollah Khomeini of Iran caused an IslamievBlution from Exile in France as the people ohlbegan to
guestion the leadership of the present shah’'saakttip with the United States of America. “On kB0 and
31 (1979), a nationwide referendum resulted in &giva vote in favor of the establishment of annsta
Republic. Ayatollah Khomeini proclaimed the nexydApril 1, 1979, as the "first day of God's goveent".
He obtained the title of "Imam" (highest religio@nk in Shia). With the establishment of IslamiqpRic of
Iran he became Supreme Leader (Vali-e Fageeh)khomeini brought back ‘fundamentalism’ to Islamiran

18 Esposito, J. L. The Oxford History of Islam; pp437

9 |bid. pp. 644

20 The World Factbook; (http://www.odci.gov/cia/publicasffactbook/geos/ly.html#Govt)
L www.iranchamber.com/history/rkhomeini/ayatollah_khomeim.ph
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(no separation between religion and state). “Titoenption and spread of Islam and Iran’s ‘Islamiealation’
was a foreign policy goal of the Khomeini governmexplicitly stated in the exhortation of Iran’srstitution:
‘to perpetuate the revolution both at home and adhfo Both preaching and propagation of the faititqugh
distribution of publications, conferences, and fagdof religious institutions abroad) were combin&idh
confrontation and armed struggfé.”Under Ayatollah Khomeini, Iran radio broadcagiragram called, “Voice
of the Islamic Revolution.” This program called i@ Muslims of the gulf and throughout the woddise up
and overthrow ‘oppressive, un-Islamic’ governmentsiterestingly, the Bible teaches the expansiorthef
kingdom of God (the church) through preaching al@ree military movements to force men into conve(ts)
the Great Commission given by Jesus in Matt. 2818{homeini lived and ruled in Iran for the lasnh years
of his life.

Origin of Muslim’s Animosity toward the West (America):

Muslim animosity toward the west (i.e., prithaBritain and the United States of America) cuh@ied in
the establishment of Israel as a Jewish state 48.1®ritain had initially defeated the Ottoman Eragontrol
over Palestine in 1917-1918 with the help of MusAnabs. In 1922, the League of Nations issued adate
granting control over Palestine to the British resting them to facilitate the establishment oéwigh national
home. Jews began to migrate by the thousands Rossia, Poland, and Nazi Germany. Muslim Arabs fel
betrayed by the British at this point. The Britisied to prevent problems with the Muslim Arabsrigtricting
the Jewish immigrants into Israel. From 1945 to 8 94owever, 85,000 holocaust survivors were brought
secretly to Israel. The Israelis declared indepand from Britain in 1948 and immediately the Ataague
declared war on Israel. A truce was finally signedl949, and Israel was recognized by the worldamas
independent state. During the infant years ofelsridne United States of America helped them witbdf and
medicines due to their weakened state after wahe Muslim people did not take kindly to this, armb t
animosity grew against America when they helpeddisduring the Six-Day war in 1967 against the Arab
forces of Egypt, Syria, and Jordan. The Arabsdostibstantial amount of territory in this war @jrGaza, the
West Bank, and Jerusalem). Consider Quran 5:5¥e'@ho believe! Take not the Jews and the Christfor
your friends and protectors: They are but frieand protectors to each other. And he amongstlyattarns to
them (for friendship) is of them. Verily God guidenot a people unjust.”

The Rise of Democracy in Islamic States:

Due to a history of being defeated and rulgatiner governments, the Islamic governments harelly
accepted democracy in various forms. Electionsofficials have been accepted in most Muslim stat®s
December 26, 1991 (for example), Algeria held frst &lections for office in its thirty-five yeaidtory. When
a fundamentalist group seized most positions inginerning seat, the military stepped in and cdeddahe
elections due to a desire of the majority to wage against the wesjilfad). The ongoing issue among
Muslim’s today is whether religion should be congarwith politics.

The Taliban (a band of college students) eettiig 1994 and gained a surprising following eveough
they represented Islamic fundamental principleshe Traliban represented strict adherence to the MQura
denounced their Shiite opposition as infidels, meglithat women be fully covered in public, banwasimen
from the workplace, banned television, cinema, anuic, and ordered all men to grow beards and fivay
times a day. The Taliban reintroduced theludpunishments such as amputation for theft, deatimiarder,
and stoning for adultery. Though such is foundhe Quran (Quran 24:2; 5:33, 38), the Bible celyaimo
where promotes physical punishment for sin. Itsjdd®wever, teach that there are consequences;tafsi
Prov. 13:15; 22:5. These consequences, however,nat corporal punishment but rather the natural
consequences of doing wrong things (ex. One magive®@IDs if committing fornication or adultery).

Other extremist groups included the Islami@adi Group, the Islamic Salvation Army, Armed Islar@iroup
(GIA) (this group proposed that a jihad of terroribe waged against all opponents of Islamic rularg.
Note that these are all small groups of extrensst(charts # 4). For the most part, the Muslimldveras
accepting some form of separation of religion aatesdue to diqu mentality (the Quran may be interpreted by

22 Esposito, J. L. The Oxford History of Islam; pp466
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human reason according to prevailing custom angrty) (cf. Quran 2:106; 3:159; 16:106; 22:52)hatl is
not to say that an ongoing heated debate doesisbtoxer whether or not Muslims should seek a ¢hatic or
autocratic society. Today, most believe democra@cceptable; however, the system should be mgtad so
that Muslims can refer to it as Islamic rather thasternization.

Like Christianity today, Islam has gone thrbug multitude of changes due to the changing social
environments of time. The Islam of today is adey of what Islam was during the days of Muhammiael t
prophet. The cry in Islam today is certainly fefarm; however, the type of reform is debated amawgy
opinions. Some believe that Muslim states sho@ldybverned by the Shariah and Fiqu system whilersth
believe it is time to separate politics from rabigi Even the current schools of Islamic law appedre divided
over the issue (Hanafi, Hanbali, Jafari, Malikide®hafii).

Islam and Terrorism:

The Quran envisioned a single Muslim commurmisled theumma however, as our history study has
shown, Muslims have not been able to achieve fhige reasoning varies, but the primary problem withidea
of anummais that Mohhammad left no “divine instructions” bow a Muslim State is to be run (politically).
There are, however, a multitude (53) Quranic verded give authority for Muslims to fight infidels
(unbelievers), often termgihad (struggle). Once the fighting is done and a lendonquered, the burden of
setting up governments rest upon the “opinionsthefimmans(lslamic rulers). Through the years of European
colonialism (i.e., 1800’s through early 1900’s)aia lost many of the jihad battles. Their governteewere
changed to fit western ways and political systeifise most devastating loss to the Muslim world Bagin’s
taking of Palestine from the Ottoman Empire in 199718. In 1922, the League of Nations issued adaten
granting control over Palestine to the British esting them to facilitate the establishment of wigk national
home. With the help of America, Israel becaménaependent state in 1948 and thereby the animageynst
American on the part of Muslims heightened.

When you look to a chart (#4) of current Islamerrorist groups, you may be surprised to seg imany are
dedicated to the defeat of Israel and intent onimgyit to an Islamic state. Why all the intergstsrael? One
must consider the history of Islam. For 1280 yedtsslims controlled the city of Jerusalem withimasl.
Jerusalem is the sight of one of Muslim’s most holysque, The Dome of the Rock. Chapter 17 of thea@
and other Hadiths tell of a miraculous event inltfeeof Muhammad. Supposedly, Muhammad traveieafie
night) to Jerusalem from Mecca being led by theesh@abriel. Once at the mosque on Mount Moriaghisof
Solomon’s temple), Muhammad met Abraham, MosegjsJasd other prophets and then led them in prayer t
Allah. After Muhammad’s prayer, he was taken into
heaven by Gabriel. The point of Muhammad being
taken to heaven by Gabriel is termed thegaj and
considered to be a holy Muslim place. “About 691
AD, the Umayyad caliph ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan’s
Syrian craftsmen built in the same location thdiestr
masterpiece of Islamic architecture, the Dome ef th
Rock Qubbat al Sakhra— the octagonal sanctuary,
centered on the rock, whose golden dome still
dominates the skyline of Old Jerusaleth.” o

Examine the number of members that are enlisted
with these terrorist organizations on the chart.# 4
Note that the most members are found in groups like
Al-Qaida and ‘The Party of God.” Though these
groups have many followers and sympathizers thegadaepresent Muslims in general. For example,@ihC
(Organization of the Islamic Conference) is an aiz@ion comprised of 56 Muslim states who havdiomis

Z Walid Khalidi. The Dome of the Rock: Jerusalem’s Epicemtanual Editions from Aramco World, September /
October 1996, pp. 2-17 (Annual Editions pp. 170).
% Picture of the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem taken from Wwibleplaces.com
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and millions of citizens. The OIC holds regulanfayences to discuss the affairs of these stafse recent
conference (i.e., 05-08 February 2005) was dedicaiethe subject of “Combating International Teisor.”
The written conference notes statBufsuantto the tenets of the tolerant Islamic Sharia whigject all forms
of violence and terrorism, and in particular splgithose based on extremism and call for protectbhuman
rights, which provisions are paralleled by the piptes and rules of international law founded oppEration
between peoples for the establishment of peadéeing committed to combating all forms and manifestation
of terrorism and eliminating its objectives and seal which target the lives and properties of people
Believing thatterrorism constitutes a gross violation of humayhts, in particular the right to freedom and
security, as well as an obstacle to the free fonatg of institutions and socio-economic developtes it
aims at destabilizing States;?>.”

John L. Esposito writes, “Most Muslims are iglamic political activists. In fact, such actts constitute
only a minority, albeit a significant minority. Mevoer, we must distinguish between a violent migpbent
upon the overthrow of governments, and a majohiyt,tgiven the opportunity, will work within the stem to
bring about change€® In all reality, within the “last 100 years, théstorical model of Sharia, based on the
circumstances of Medina, has lost its legitimacg aroral validity. The notion of aggressijlead has become
morally untenable as a means of conducting intemnak relations; and the rise of the modern humghts
movemer?2t7 has tumbled the moral foundations of gggien and discrimination against women and non-
Muslims.’

Islam in America:

It is estimated that 135,000 Americans are curyebding converted to Islam per year. At least 6&®6
those converts (91,800) are African-Americans.icaim-American Muslims make up approximately 25 %lbf
current Muslims in America (~ one million). Therdast group of Muslims in America comes from first,
second, and third generation immigrants. Lashgre are an estimated 20,000 to 50,000 non-imntigvhite
Americans that have converted to Islam. Total #gufor Muslims in America “are contained in The tior
American Muslim Resource Guide (2002). Using dergrof sources, Mohmamed Nimer estimates a tdtal o
3.5 million Muslims, with a low-end figure of 2.5ilion and a high-end figure of 4.4 million?®

History of Islam in America:

The earliest recorded Muslim activity is ay@aservice that occurred in Ross, South Dakote980. The
first known Mosque in America was constructed ircMgan City, Indiana at 1914. Soon, many otherques
began to dot the landscape of America. By the 2682, the Mosque Report listed 1,118 mosques fedii
America. There is a current mosquragjid in Wichita Falls and a new one currently undenstouction
through the “Islamic Society of Wichita Falls” (seleart # 3; Islam in America).

% www.oic-oic.org

6 Esposito, J. L. Islam and Christianity Fact to FacenuahEditions (pp. 191) from Commonweal, Januaryl®97, pp.
11-16.

%" professor Abdullahi Ahmed Annaim; The Islamic Counter-Reétion. Annual Editions (pp. 176) from New
Perspectives Quarterly, Winter 2002, pp. 29-35.

2 Clark. M. Islam for Dummies; pp. 245
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Appendix # 1
Current Islam

Muslims today are currently divided into 8 institutalized Islamic groups, some of which have exisem
offshoots.

- Sunnismake up 84 — 90 % of all Muslims. The word Suneiams tradition. The Sunni groups claims to
follow the teachings of Muhammad that came abouinduthe beginnings of Islam. Offshoots of the
Sunnis are extremists such as the Muslim Brothettzoa HAMAS.

Shiite Muslims comprise approximately 10 — 16 % of alldims. Remember, this is the party of Ali (there
are various subgroups of Shiites as Sunnis).

Sufis (Islamic Mystics).

The Bahais and Ahmadiyyasconsider themselves Muslim, yet the Sunnis andte&shiconsider them
heretics.

Druze, Alevis, and Alawisare small groups that have split off from Islam.

Appendix # 2
Coming to Faith in Allah and Islam

The Quran speaks of a progression of simple faithetief in Allah and his prophet Muhammad to attua
certainty. There are three types of knowledgeak¢kin the Quran that express this certainty:

- First is the “knowledge of certainty” (Quran 102:9xample, when one looks at the physical univaese
may determine that God is. The Quran states, étrédwoughout the earth and consider how [Allah]
initiated the Creation” (29:20).

The next stage in metamorphosising one’s faithsianh is to move from a “knowledge of certainty”the

“eye of certainty” (Quran 102:7). This faith inveld the spiritual heart or mind of man. To hawe ‘teye

of certainty” one must be “opened to Islam.” Thergh states, “Is one whose heart God has opened to
Islam, so that he has received Enlightenment fromd,&no better than one hardhearted)? Woe to those
whose hearts are hardened against celebratingdisep of God! They are manifestly wandering imo®r
(39:22). The enlightenment comes from one’s kndgteof the Quran (God'’s supposed word).

After transforming the “knowledge of certainty” lexamining the physical evidences of creation td'dye

of certainty” by knowing and being enlightened Wy tQuran, one must move on to the advanced
knowledge known as “truth of certainty” (Quran 6B.5 “The ‘truth of certainty’ refers to that staté
consciousness in which a person knows the ‘reaButph direct participation in it, without resorting
logical proofs and without objectifying either sebj or object® This is the individual who is completely
aware that God has created all things and thaDtiran is the word of God. He has studied it and lives

by said faith. When life’'s events occur, he kndhet all things are in Allah’s control. Allah’s\dine will
governs both the social and the material univeid#hen one has come to this point in their faithythee

the epitome of one termed a follower of Islam (@@ has surrendered self to Allah). Said one reizes

all of life’s events as having occurred through kinewledge of Allah. Not only has he “submittedifs

but, as the word Muslim entails, he has “surrendiet@ Allah.

Appendix # 3
The Hadith of Gabriel

Being a Muslim is much more than simply beahgvin Allah and His prophet. Pious Muslims follavhat is
termed the Hadith of Gabriel. This Hadith is netaorded in the Quran; however, it is accepted asgbe
inspired of God. This is a tradition that suppdgdoegins with the second Caliph Umar who livedaas
contemporary of Muhammad (586 — 644 AD) (more olipha later). The story is told how Umar and

2 Esposito, J. L. The Oxford History of Islam; pp. 66
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Muhammad were visited by the angel Gabriel andnksduvaluable information about Islam and its pradi
The entire hadith is reproduced below:

“[Umar ibn al-Khattab reported:] One day, while were sitting with the Messenger of God (may Gaeksl
and preserve him), there came upon us a man wHoteeg were exceedingly white and whose hair was
exceedingly black. No dust of travel could be sgeon him, and none of us knew him. He sat dowmnoint of

the Prophet (may God bless and preserve him),ddsteknees against [the Prophet's] knees and glae
palms on [the Prophet’s] thighs. ‘Oh Muhammad, e about Islam,” he said. The Messenger of Goaly(
God bless and preserve him) replied: “Islam meanddar witness that there is no god but Allah, that
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, to maintain [tequired] prayers, to pay the poor-tax, to fastthe
month of] Ramadan, and to perform the pilgrimagthoHouse [of God at Mecca] if you are able tasdo

“You are correct,” [the man] said. We were amaaetis questioning [of the Prophet] and then sayfrag [the
Prophet] had answered correctly. Then he said| fiie about faith.” [The Prophet] said: ‘It is believe in
Allah, His angels, His books, His messengers, &mdliast Day, and to believe in Allah’s determinatiaf
affairs, whether good comes of it or bad.”

“You are correct,” he said, ‘now tell me about wat(hsan).” [The Prophet] said: ‘It is to worship Allah &s
you see Him; for if you do not see Him, surely ldesyou.’ ... Then [the man] left. | remaineddwrhile, and
[the Prophet] said to me: ‘Oh, Umar, do you knohowhe questioner was?’ ‘Allah and His Messengevk
best,’ | replied. He said: ‘It was [the angel]igial, who came to you to teach you your religion.”

The Hadith was somewhat of a creed for Muslionllow. The Hadith of Gabriel revealed fivdlais of
Islam and six pillars of faith. Let us take a eo$ook at the life and worship of Muslims in rédett to the
Hadith of Gabiriel.

Five Pillars of Islam taken from the Hadith of Gabriel

Shahadah (the act of bearing witness$ to openly proclaim that there is no God but Alland that

Muhammad is the messenger of Allah.

Al — Salat (to make five prayers each day facing the directbthe Great Mosque in Mecca). The five

prayers are performed just before dawn of day,c@nnat mid-afternoon, just after sunset, and m th

evening sometime before midnight. To perform theypr the worshipper must:

o Purify self by washing in water or sand.

o0 Secondly, the worshipper performs thigyah(an affirmation that prayer is about to begin).

o Thirdly, the worshipper raises his hands to his @ad proclaims, “Allah is most great!”

o Fourthly, the worshipper bows and quotes the Qatali1-6, “Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds;
the Beneficent, the Merciful; Master of the DayJofigment. You alone do we worship and from you
alone do we seek aid. Show us the Straight Waywthy of those upon whom you have bestowed your
grace, not of those who have earned your wrathhor go astray”

o Fifthly, the worshipper quotes a verse from theausf his choosing.

o Sixthly, the worshipper states, “Allah is most gfeand then bows three times from the waist
proclaiming, “Glory to the Greatest Lord!” The wbigper then stands straight and proclaims, “Allah
hears the one who praises Him. Our Lord, all praslongs to you!”

0 Seventhly, the worshipper proclaims, “Allah is m@seat!” and then falls prostrate on the grountie T
palms of the hands are placed flat on the groumidtla® worshipper places his head between his hands
while remaining on his knees (i.e., prostrate). e Worshipper proclaims, “Glory to the Lord Most
High!” three times while in the prostrate positiol.he worshipper then sits back on his heels and
proclaims, “Oh God, forgive me and show me mercyl'he worshipper then goes back into the
prostrate position and reiterates is part again.

o0 The entire cycle of prayer is termed thekah” At the dawn prayer, tworakahs are to be
performed. At noon, four are to be performed, flmurthe mid-afternoon prayer, three for the sunset
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prayer, and four for the evening prayer. A totbseventeenrakahs are therefore performed by the

pious Muslim every day of his life.

Al — zakah(the purification tithe): This is a yearly contribution to religious offitsaor a representative

of the Islamic state and is used to feed the pommyert souls to Islam, and support those who @evot

themselves to the cause of God (Quran 9:60). ifhe is 2.5 percent of all liquid assets and income
generating properties.

Al — Sawmor Siyam Ramadan: During the ninth month of the Islamic calendar, Nus are required

to fast for 29 to 30 days (no food, drink, and dakng daylight hours).

Al — hajj (the annual trip to Mecca)During the 12 month of the Islamic Calendar, pct Muslims

(who can afford to go) must make a trek to Mecckeasdt once in their life. Here is what transpiaes

Mecca:

o0 The worshipper is to wear the “garment of consemmat(inram). During the ten days of the
Mecca experience the worshipper is not to havelgibany animals including insects, and remove
no hair from the body.

0 Heisto go to th&aaba(house of God that was supposedly erected by Aonadnd Ishmael) and
travel counter clockwise seven times around it.

o Thirdly, the worshipper is to stand at Arafat, aiplsoutheast of Mecca, on the ninth day of the
twelfth month. Some remain here to hear a sermeaghed.

o Fourthly, one night must be spent at an encampmeant Mecca calleMuzdalifah

o Fifthly, the worshipper must throw rocks at theeinplaces where according to Muslim tradition
the Devil tried to tempt the Prophet Ishmael.

o Sixthly, an animal sacrifice must be made (usuallgheep or a goat, but sometimes a cow or
camel) at the place callédinah.

o Seventhly, he is to circle théaabain Mecca counterclockwise seven more times.

o Eighth, the worshipper is to drink water from thelwcalled Zamzam near the Great Mosque of
Mecca.

o Ninth, the worshipper is to perform two cycles cdyer at “the Station of Abraham.”

Six Pillars of Faith

TheHadith of Gabriel not only instructed acts of worship piltars of faith, too. Since the pillars of faith
are closely associated with other religions suchludaism and Christianity, Muslims proclaim thatrae
follower of Islam will not only agree to the pil&of faith but perform the pillars of Islam (worghi The six
pillars of faith are:

- To believe Allah (God) is the only god

To believe in angels such as Gabriel.

To believe in Allah’s revealed books (Quran, Nevwsfaenent Bible, Psalms of David, the Torah, and the

pages of Abraham). Muslims believe that in circtamses where the Bible contradicts the Quran the.,

deity of Jesus), the Quran is to be the favoret tex

To believe in the Day of Judgment and Resurreaticthe dead at the end of time.

To believe all events in life occur by the will @od; however, the Muslim is still responsible fas br her

own actions.

To believe in Allah’s messengers (prophets) (Abmata Muhammad).

Appendix # 4
The issue of abrogated text in the Quran:

The Quran is a book that “allows” for “Satamierses” being alleviated by abrogation. For eXamihe
Quran aggressively promotes that there is only aeigy (Allah). There are two verses in the Qur&uré
53:19-20), however, where three other deities azatibned. The text stated)dve ye seen Lat and Uzza, and
another, the third (goddess) Manat?Apparently, Muhammad was tempted by the devil taeanhese words
down. Consider Sura 22:52\Néver did We send an apostle or a prophet befoge,tbut, when he framed a
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desire, Satan threw some (vanity) into his dedirg: God will cancel anything (vain) that Satan thsoin, and

God will confirm (and establish) His Signs: for Gdfull of Knowledge and Wisdoim (consider the 1988
novel by Salman Rushdie titled, “Satanic Versesérehit is pointed out that Mohammad actually delgtarts

of Sura 53 that dealt with the three goddessesconuat of the contradictory message of polytheisie

deleted verses came to be known as the “Satarsesein the Quran).

The idea of textual abrogation does not end.h®ur modern world of pluralism in religion fiathe idea of
holy jihad in the name of Allah very offensive. The Quramésically divided into Suras that descend in size,
yet the chronology is mixed. The entire Quran rbhaydivided into two chronological sections; i.bg Mecca
message (passages of peace and religious tolerandejhe Medina message (comprised of many verses
authorizing fighting against unbelievers). Mosttioé Muslim world today believes that the Medinassage
has now been abrogated as outdated and unsuitemtiyr’'s society.

Consider the authority for Muslims to takeoironsideration the current society they live indegermine
what Quranic verses should be abrogated. At Su@62the Quran states, “None of Our revelation3i\te
abrogate or cause to be forgotten, but We substiatnething better or similar: Knowest thou not Gad
Hath power over all things?” “Better or similardctrines can be “substituted” for the original teéiags when
change is needed. According to the above chartslamic terrorist groups and the numbers of tfalowers
when compared to the OIC it is evident that theamitgj of Muslims are not turning back to the origiriext of
the Quran and following it word for word. The cteifalls into the hands of Muslims as to which clilen they
want to follow. They may follow the peaceful routethe “Mecca message” or follow the aggressianewmf
the “Medina message.”
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Chart# 1

Charts

The Quran on Fighting Unbelievers

53 Commands to Fight

Quran (sura) Verse

Subject of Verse:

61:4

Allah loves those who fight for his cause

2:217; 2:245; 4:85; 8:66; 9:12-
14, 29, 36, 111, 123; 48:17

Quran’s Command to Fight the Unbelievers.

4:75-77

Those who fight and die for the cause ddlAblre blessed.

2:191-194, 247, 22:39-40

When should the Muslim fight? When one is driveanf his home or in
defense.

5:34; 8:40; 2:218

Why Fight? Because some strive to wage war aretedisorder in the
land against Allah and his messenger... such shmuklain, crucified, on
hands and feet cut off, or be expelled from thellaBecondly, to make
one confess Allah to be the one true God. Thiroihe should fight if
persecuted.

4:95

Investigate the enemy before fighting them; i.eakmsure they are
unbelievers who pose a threat.

4:78: 9:39; 33:19; 48:18

What about those Muslims who do not want to figfitte Quran offers
warnings to those who do not want to participatmilitary combat.
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Chart # 2 :
Islamic Law
(Ummah Society)
Shariah (divine revelation) Community

Sources: Quran, teachings of
Muhammad (Sunna or Hadiths).
Purpose: to provide clear rulings on
the fundamentals of Islam such as
prayers, fasting, legal alms (zakah),
the hajj, etc.

Two rules of Shariah: First, the
“definitive” rules are those that refer
to statements in the Quran, Sunna,
and Hadiths that are clear and need
no interpretation. Secondly, the
“speculative” rule. “A legal text is
classified as speculative when it is
conveyed in a language that leaves
room for interpretation and human
endeavor” (Oxford pp 137).

The Shariah and existing
government: “authorizes
government leaders to conduct
government affairs in harmony with
the spirit and purpose of the Sharialf
even at the expense of a temporary
departure form its specific rules”
(Oxford 143).

(Quran 3:159)
“Sovereignty in an Islamic state
belongs to the Muslim community
(ummabh).” (Oxford 145). The head of
state is thereby a representative of thq
people. “The jurists have consequent
formulated the doctrine of the
infallibility of the collective will of the
community, which is the doctrinal basi
of consensus” (Oxford 146). When th
judgment of the community (group of
qualified scholars [jurists]) is in
agreement this equates to divine
authority. Rules within the Quran and
Sunna have the ability to be lawfully
altered by said agreement..

[

1%

Figu (human reason)
Purpose: knowledge of the
practical rules of th&hariah
permit the jurist to human
reason in areas that are uncle
or silent in theShariah
Binding force = to Shariah
when the jurist’s opinion is
supported by “general
consensus” of the people
(ijma). ljma = “Consensus
(agreement either among the
entire community of Muslims
or among the scholars

Developmental History of theFiqu
. The Prophetic Period (610 — 32 AD). The Quran was revealed tg
Muhammad, and he explained it to the people thraagbhing and
practice (Sunna). When issues came up, the propihdd give a

ruling on the matter.

Il.  Era of the Prophet's Companions (632 - 61 AD)Fiqu and jihad
have their origins in this section of history. Wdhbere was no
more inspired prophet (i.e., Muhammad), the calipbee left to
judge matters. The caliph’s interpretations ofhean were
considered authoritative due to their receivingditeachings from
Muhammad.These individuals relied upon personal reason to
judge matters that were not revealed in the Quran.

Ill.  Era of Successors (661 - 750 ADJhis was a period of territorial
expansion, and thereby many new political issueseathat the
Quran was not equipped to answer. Two schoolsafght
emerged in this era. First, thieaditionalists relied on textual
authority of the Quran and rejected the use of lureason to solve
issues. Secondly, theationalists were inclined to use reason
when the Quran was not clear on a particular issue.

IV. Era of Independent Reasoning (750 — 950 AD)This era saw the
rise of “legal schools.” Schools such as the Hanédliki, Shafii,
and Hanbali continue to exist today and use thesp@iv
independent reason and society to shape moderfofaMuslims.

V. Institutionalization of the dominant legal school9950 AD -
1800's AD). During these years Muslims began to break up into
autonomous groups lead by various legal schodlseiin
jurisdiction. Each of these functioned indepeniyenit each other
by use of human reason. The Islamic nation hafead
significant defeat at the hands of Christians, thedefore they were

being “westernized” in their law.

VI. Restoration of “original thinking” and the Shariah (1900 to
present). Primarily a movement among Shiite Muslims to retiarn
the use of qualified jurist to determine law. T3umnni’s jurists
accepted the end of such a methodology.
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Chart# 3

The Development of Islam in America

Dates Names Beliefs Organizations
1913 - 1929 Noble Drew Al Claimed to be the last of the prophets of Allah
and composed a Quran (the Circle Sepen

Koran) in 1927. “Ali taught that Africa
their ancestry back to Morocco, and bey(
that to Jesus. African Americans sho
abandon their slave identity and religion g
reclaim their heritage” (Malcolm Clark; p
248).

L

Americans were Asiatics who could trace

nd
ild
nd
D.

1877 to 1934
Fard’s birthday i
celebrated yearly
by the Nation of
Islam. The day is
called, “Saviors’
Day.”

Wallace D. Fard
(Founder of the Natio
of Islam; July 4, 1930

Fard taught that “African Americans we
h Asiatics, members of the ‘lost and now fou
tribe of Shabazz.” White traders enslaved
ancestors of African Americans from Med
almost 400 years ago. Fard’s mission wa
redeem and restore this tribe.” (Malco
Clark pp. 249). Fard believed that a gen

race to enslave blacks. He explained
apocalyptic battle, found in Revelation, aj

Féation of Islam
nd

the

ca

5 to

m

btic

scientist from Mecca had created the wlite

an
b A

battle between blacks and whites in Ame
where the black man would triumph.

force and termed it, “the Fruit of Islam.”

ica

F4rd
was known to establish a police and secyrity

Worked as thd
leader of thdg
Nation of Islam
from 1934 +to
1975

Elijah Muhammad

(new leader of Natiom

of Islam)

Elijah was a student of Fard’s.
disappeared in 1934, Elijah took his placg
the leader of the Nation of Islam. Elijah w
arrested and served prison time in 1942

draft. Elijah eventually met up with Malcol
Little (later Malcolm X)
converted him to Islam.

urging his followers not to register for the

in prison and

When Fard

as
as
for

N

1925 - 1965

Malcolm Little
(Malcolm X)

(El Hajj Malik EI-
Shabazz)

Converted to Islam while in prison (1946
1952). During Malcolm’s 1959 visit to th
middle east and West Africa, he discove
that the Nation of Islam’s doctrine was ve

withdrew from the Nation of Islam in 196
founded an orthodox Sunni mosque in N
York City, and changed his name to Shab,
(in remembrance of Fard’'s lost and fou
tribe of Shabazz.

e
red
ry

different that orthodox Islam. He eventugjly
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The Development of Islam in America

Dates

Names

Beliefs

Organizations

1933 -1978
(leader of Natior
of Islam)

Warith

Deen Mohammed

Warith was the son of Elijah Muhamma

Warith was a serious student of Islam gnd
found that his father’'s practices under the
nation of Islam were unorthodox as did

Malcolm X. Warith took the lead role in the

Nation of Islam in 1975 and tried to bring the
Nation back to Islamic origins. He rejected
racism and allowed whites to join the Natipn
of Islam. He eliminated the demand fol a
separate black nation in America and

disbanded the Fruit of Islam security for

Many members of the Nation of Islam wdgre
not happy with WD’s approach to Islam. One

such man was Louis Farrakhan.

1933 to present

Louis Eugene WolctFarrakhan established a “new” Nation
(Louis Farrakhan)

of

Islam, apart from Warith Deen Mohammgd,
in 1978. Farrakhan brought the Nation |of
Islam back to Elijah Muhammad’'s teachings
and re-instituted the Fruit of Islam secunty

force. During the 2005 (Feb. ®7Savior's
Day speech, Farrakhan said, “The book|o
American white supremacy committgd

n

against the slaves brought here from Afrjca
has been written and it must be opened, | Have
the courage to do it.... there are Muslims that
have been poisoned with this dreaded disg¢ase
of white supremacy.” Farrakhan went on|to
compare the US Government to Pharaol of
Egypt saying, “Now here you are, 400 yehprs
living under the whip and the lash of a strapge
people, and God said he would search |the
earth for His lost sheep, and he would find
them and bring them again and settle thenj on
the Mountains of Israel. You are the Igst
brother who has now been found. You are|the
Prodigal son who now must arise and go bjack

to your Father.” In another article titled, “The
Black Man Must Turn Inward” (Jan. 2

\wr)

2005), Farrakhan spoke of the inferior]ty
complex that black Americans have due tp a

“world of hardened attitudes of whije

supremacy and black inferiority.” Farrakhpn
went on to make a comparison of blgdck

inferiority complex with Jeremiah 8:22

(blacks need the balm of Gilead to religve

them of white supremacy).
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Chart# 4

National Islamic Organizations in America

Date Purpose and
Organization Establish : P .
ed View of Terrorism
ISNA (Islamic Society] Purpose: “To be an exemplary and unifying Islamic orgatiza in
of North America) North America that contributes to the betterment tié Muslim

community and society at largefnvw.isna.nex
View of Terrorism: Statement made May 22, 2004 tigd, “Not in

the Name of Islam”

"We, the undersigned Muslims, wish to state cledhigt those wh
1982 commit acts of terror, murder and cruelty in theneaof Islam are n
only destroying innocent lives, but are also beatgyhe values of th
faith they claim to represent. No injustice doneMaslims can eve
justify the massacre of innocent people, and nooheerror will ever
serve the cause of Islam. We repudiate and digsooiarselves fro
any Muslim group or individual who commits such tafuand un

Islamic acts.”

ICNA (Islamic Circle View of Terrorism: “Those who commit acts of terror, murder gnd

of North America) 1971 cruelty in the name of Islam are not only destrgyiimocent lives, b
are also betraying the values of the faith theyintléo represent
(www.icna.com).

IANA (Islamic Purpose: “If we desire to achieve the final goal of revigithe Islamig

Assembly of North nation to its proper state and condition, then while working for

, 1993 . L - T

America). Islam, must return to its original spirit of workdaction; we mean the
spirit of working as a group’ifww.iananet.ory

T (International Purpose: The Institute is an intellectual forum workingofn an

Institute  of  Islamid Islamic perspective to promote and support researgjects, organizg

Thought) 1981 intellectual and cultural meetings and publish $athy works. It hag
established a distinct intellectual trend in Islarfiought which relatep
to the vivid legacy of the Ummah (Muslim nationipdaits continuous
efforts of intellectual and methodological reform.

MAS (Muslim Purpose: Advance the Muslim cause in America... “The Mumsji

American Society) American Society (MAS) is a charitable, religiosscial, cultural, an

1992 educational, not-for-profit organization. It is dopeering Islamig

organization, an Islamic revival, and reform moveiaat uplifts the
individual, family, and society” (www.masnet.org)

CAIR  (Council on Dedicated to combating discrimination against Musli

American-Islamic 1994

Religions)

AMC (The American Active in voter registration and political lobbying make the voice 1

: . 1990 : . .

Muslim Council) American Muslims heard in the government arena.

MPAC (Muslim “The Muslim Public Affairs Council is a public sece agenc;l

Political Action working for the civil rights of American Muslimspif the integration o

Committee) 1988 Islam into American pluralism, and for a positivepnstructive
relationship between American Muslims and theirrespntatives
(www.mpac.org)

AMPCC (American A political umbrella group representing the thréewe groups and the

Muslim Political 1998 Muslim Public Affairs Council.

Coordination Council)
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Chart#5

International Muslim Terrorist Organizations
US Department of State Website (www.state.gov)

Organization’s

Organization’s Purpose

Organization’s

Organization

Brigade

and settlers from the West Bank, Gaza
Strip, and Jerusalem and to establish &
Palestinian state. First designated in
March 2002. Operates in Israel.

that Yasser Arafat had
been funding the
organization.

Name Support Membership
ANO (Abu Nidal | Unclear Islamic motivation Iraq, Syria, and Libya| Few
Organization) hundred
ASG (Abu Sayyaf| Some ASG leaders allegedly fought in | Islamic Extremist in ~ 200
Group) Afghanistan during the Soviet war and | Middle East

are proponents of radical Islamic ways

(operating in southern Philippines).
GIA (Armed Aim: “to overthrow the secular Algeriap Unknown ~100
Islamic Group) regime and replace it with an Islamic

state... known to favor kidnapping

victims and slitting their throats” (located

in Algeria and Europe)
AL (Ansar Al- A radical Islamist group of Iragi Kurds | al-Qaida ~ 700 - 1000
Islam) and Arabs who have vowed to establish
(Helpers of Islam)| an independent Islamic state in Irag. It

was formed in December 2001.
Al-Agsa Martyrs | Objective: to drive the Israeli military | Unknown: Israel claimg Unknown

'‘Asbat al-Ansar
(League of
Followers)

a Lebanon-based, Sunni extremist groygAl-Qaida

composed primarily of Palestinians ang
associated with Usama Bin Ladin’s al-
Qaida organization. The group follows
extremist interpretation of Islam that
justifies violence against civilian targets
to achieve political ends. Some of thos
goals include overthrowing the Lebane
Government and thwarting perceived
anti-Islamic and pro-Western influence
in the country. Designated March 2002

1%

U7
D

~ 300 fighters in
Lebanon

Al-Jihad
(Egyptian Islamic
jihad)

Merged with Usama Bin Ladin’s al-
Qaida organization in June 2001. Activ
since the 1970s, the EIlJ’s primary goal
traditionally have been to overthrow thg
Egyptian Government and replace it wi
an Islamic state and to attack US and
Israeli interests in Egypt and abroad

Unknown: Egypt claimg
pthat Iran supports the
5 group.

h

Unknown: several
hundred.

PIJ
(Palestine Islamic
Jihad)

Committed to the creation of an Islamid
Palestinian state and the destruction of
Israel through holy war.

Receives financial
assistance from Iran an
limited logistic
assistance from Syria.

j

Unknown
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International Muslim Terrorist Organizations
US Department of State Website (www.state.gov)

Organization’s
Name

Organization’s Purpose

Organization’s
Support

Organization
Membership

IG
(Islamic Group)

Egypt’s largest militant group, active
since the late 1970s. Involved in the
1993 World Trade Center bombing. TH
group originally signed approval of Ben
Ladin’s 1998 Fatwah against America.
The IG’s primary goal is to overthrow th
Egyptian Government and replace it wi
an Islamic state.

Unknown. The Egyptiar
Government believes

ishat Iran, Bin Ladin, and
Afghan militant groups
support the organizatior
e
h

Initially had

thousands of
members and
supporters; howeveg,
.after the 9-11 attackp
the membership hag
dwindled.

HAMAS (Islamic

Formed in late 1987 as an outgrowth o

Receives some funding

Unknown number of§

Resistance the Palestinian branch of the Muslim | from Iran and some official members;
Movement) Brotherhood. Various HAMAS elementg from private tens of thousands o
have used both violent and political benefactors, particularly supporters and
means— including terrorism—to pursug in Western Europe, sympathizers.
the goal of establishing an Islamic North America, and the
Palestinian state in Israel. Persian Gulf region.
HUM The HUM is an Islamic militant group | Saudi Arabia and other| Several thousand
(The Harakat ul- | based in Pakistan that operates primar{yGulf and Islamic states.| members.
Mujahidin) in Kashmir. This group approved of Bgn
Ladin’s 1998 fatwa against USA.
Operates terrorist camps in eastern
Afghanistan.
IMU (Islamic The IMU is closely affiliated with al- Islamic extremist group$ Fewer than 700
Movement of Qaida and, under the leadership of ToHir
Uzbekistan) Yoldashev, has embraced Usama Bin
Ladin’s anti-US, anti-Western agenda.
The IMU also remains committed to its
original goals of overthrowing
Uzbekistani President Islom Karimov
and establishing an Islamic state in
Uzbekistan.
JEM (Jaish-e- The group’s aim is to unite Kashmir withIslamic extremist group$ Several hundred
Mohammed) Pakistan. armed supporters
(Army of
Mohammed)
JI (Jemaah A Southeast Asian—based terrorist Raises own funds and | Unknown: from the
Islamiya) network with links to al-Qaida. The receives aid from hundred to
network recruited and trained extremistsislamic extremist such | thousands.

in the late 1990s, following the stated
goal of creating an Islamic state

comprising Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia
Singapore, the southern Philippines, ar
southern Thailand.

as al-Qaida.

d

LT (Army of the
Righteous)

A military support group of other Islami
movements based in Pakistan.

C Collects donations from
the Pakistani communit
in the Persian Gulf and

Several hundred

United Kingdom
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International Muslim Terrorist Organizations
US Department of State Website (www.state.gov)

Organization’s

Organization’s Purpose

Organization’s

Organization

Name Support Membership

LJ (Lashkar | After the collapse of the Taliban, LJ Unknown Fewer than 100
Jhangvi) members became active in aiding othe

terrorists with safe houses, false

identities, and protection in Pakistani

cities.
MEK or MKO The MEK philosophy mixes Marxism | Before Operation Iragi | Some 3,800
(Mujahedin-e and Islam. The MEK now advocates tlje-reedom, the group members are
Khalq overthrow of the Iranian regime and its| received all of its confined to Camp

Organization)

replacement with the group’s own
leadership.

military assistance, and
most of its financial
support, from the forme
Iragi regime.

Ashraf, the MEK’s
main compound ne
Baghdad, where th
remain under
Coalition control.

Hizballah Hizballah is dedicated to liberating Receives financial, Several thousand \l/
(Party of God) Jerusalem and eliminating Israel. The | training, weapons, supporters and a fe
group has formally advocated the explosives, political, hundred terrorist
ultimate establishment of Islamic rule in diplomatic, and operatives.
Lebanon organizational aid from
Iran and diplomatic,
political, and logistic
support from Syria.
Al-Qaida (“The Established by Usama Bin Ladin in the latg Al-Qaida maintains Al-Qaida probably hag

Base,” The Islamic
Army, the world
Islamic front for
jihad against Jews
and Crucaders)

1980s to bring together Arabs who fought i
Afghanistan against the Soviet Union. Helg
finance, recruit, transport, and train Sunni
Islamic extremists for the Afghan resistanc
Current goal is to establish a pan- Islamic
Caliphate throughout the world by working
with allied Islamic extremist groups to
overthrow regimes it deems “non-Islamic”
and expelling Westerners and non-Muslims
from Muslim countries—particularly Saudi
Arabia. Issued statement under banner of
World Islamic Front for Jihad Against the
Jews and Crusaders” in February 1998,
saying it was the duty of all Muslims to kill
US citizens—civilian or military—and their
allies everywhere.
Activities Include:
- 1992 bombing of US troops in

Yemen

1993 killing of US troops in Somali

1998: Bombed US Embassy in

Kenya (killed 301).

2000: Bombed the USS Cole killin

17 naval men.

2001: 9-11 killed 3,000 in NY and

Washington DC

hmoneymaking front

edusinesses, solicits
donations from likeminded

b supporters, and illicitly
siphons funds from
donations to Muslim
charitable organizations.
US and international
efforts to block al-Qaida
funding has hampered thg

tigroup’s ability to obtain
money.

several thousand
members and
associates. The arrestp
of senior-level al-
Qaida operatives havg
interrupted some
terrorist plots.
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Chart # 6

A Comparison of the Bible and Islam (Quran and Hadihs)

Subject

Bible

Islam (Quran)

Inspired Word of
God

God'’s word came from prophets and apostles as God
directed them to speak (Il Pet. 1:21). Any otteaching
(even if from an angel) is to be rejected (GalffL:6

Claims that an angel (Gabriel) told Muhammad to
“recite” (Ar. Quran) inspired words (10:37; 56:7)ff

Jesus

Jesus is the central subject of the entire Bililee Bible
reveals the deity of Jesus (Jn. 1:1,14, 29-30;)5th8 fact
that he was crucified on the cross (Jn. 19), aatlie is
eternal (not having beginning or ending as comp#red
Melchizedek (Jn. 1:1; Heb. 7:3). The Father dedalesus
to be His “Son” (Matt. 17:5).

Does not deny the existence of Jesus but denies Hi
deity (Sura 5:17), deny that He was crucified an th
cross (Sura 4:157-58), that He was the Son of God

(112:1), that He was a created being like AdamgSurj

3:55-58), and that Jesus was only an apostle @heto
(not deity (4:171; 6:90-100; 9:130; 19:135).

Godhead

The Bible explains the godhead (Acts 17:29; Cd).2The
scriptures reveal three divine beings that cleardke up the
divine nature of God. Those three are the FatirerH;18),
the Son (I Jn. 5:20), and the Holy Spirit (Acts-8)3

Denies that there are three persons that makeeup th
godhead claiming that such an idea makes threeam,
opposed to one (Sura 5:73-75, 114-116).

ks

Salvation

Salvation comes through Christ alone (Jn. 14:654c12).
Man receives the remission of sins (fellowship vibd)
when he hears (Rom. 10:17), believes (Heb. 11le@gpmts
and is baptized (Acts 2:38). Man must continuaith and
obedience to the Lord (Heb. 12:1ff).

One who does not believe on Allah and his proprest
doomed to burn in hell (3:85; 5:10; 25:68; 43:1B)ve
pillars of Islam must be followed with the six pils of
faith.

Expansion of the

Preaching (Matt. 28:18) because kingdom of Gogiistsal

Preaching and waging physical war to make one

Kingdom (Rom. 14:17). confess that Allah is the only God (Sura 8:40).
Teach and warn of the eternal consequences ofdbians. | Those who are unbelievers are to be fought (Sura
Unbelievers When the Corinthian Jews rejected Paul's message he | 2:217, 245; 4:85; 8:66; 9:12-14, 29, 36, 111, 123;

moved on to the Gentiles (Acts 18:5-6).

48:17).

Treatment of the

Our lives are to be in obedience to it (Col. 3:1We are not
to teach our own ideas (Il Cor. 1:12; 2:17), anithee are

The Quran allows text to be abrogated if something

Word of God we to add or subtract from the word of God (Rev18219). better” or “similar” is found (Sura 2:106; 22:52).
Religion and I)hﬁénggnensep;;::ﬁhti&gﬂf}te'in(:oﬁ ri?‘ﬁi?bmlt An “umma” (universal Muslim Community governed
Politics 2:13) 99 g PoEE by the Shariah and Fiqu) (Sura 3:159).
One man for one woman for life (Matt. 19:1ff). aliman
and woman separate their only lawful recourse Ieto Men can have as many as four wives (Sura 33:51).
_ reconciled (Il Cor. 7:11). The only cause for dz@and divorce can occur if a man proclaims on three
Marriage / remarriage is adultery (Matt. 19:9). The Biblecteas that | consecutive months to his wife, “I divorce you” (§u
Divorce fornication is sinful (I Cor. 6:18). While the Qur 65:1). The divorced may remarry; however, they mdy

condemns fornication (17:32), it gives liberty &oman to
have sexual intercourse with as many slave maidehe so
desires (4:3).

not remarry their first wife unless they try a new
marriage first (Sura 2:228-237).

A

Abode of the

Revelation 21

A place where one’s sensual desires will be felill

Righteous (52:17-24; 55:54-56; 78:32-34).
No wh_ere in the '.\'T Bible (_joes the_Lord give man the Punishment for adultery (Sura 24:2; 100 lashes),
authority to physically punish the sinner (therd bé a . : o
- . disobedient women (Sura 4:34; beat) and the one wjo
Corporal future punishment of hell delivered by the LordRév. causes disorder in the land against Allah is telaia
Punishment 20:10-15). The Christian is commanded rather tmyae 9 ’

patient, and encourage those who are disordetlgatdhey
may repent (I Thess. 5:14).

crucified, or hands and feet cut off (or be exgblle
(Sura 5:34).
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